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I. E T T E R S 

FROM 

HENRIETTA 

TO 

U O K Y I N A. 

LET T E Jl XXVJ. 

My dear Sifter, 

YO U wilh not more ardently to 
hear, than I do to tell you the fate 
oi my friend, who we left in the moft 
I horrid of all fituations. , The inftant 
^ coffee was over, the Prince carried the 
I Count into his apartment, in order to 
' examine him on the caufe of the duel. 
t His anfwers were rather evafive. At 
iength heentreated the Prince would na 
Vol. lit B TOOtc 



more infifl: upon his revealing, what his 
honour told him he ought moft reli- 
gioufly to conceal, afluring the Prince he 
had rifkcd his life to preferve unfuUied 
that honour which had been, and he 
hoped ever would be, a thoufand times 
clearer to him than any other confidera- 
tion on earth ; that the Duke, when he 
was pcrfedly recovered of the flight 
wound he was unfortunate enough to 
give him, intended to go to his country- 
hbufe, which was within a mile of the 
Prince's chateau, and ' would, he durft 
fay, fatisfy his Highnefs in all he want- 
ed to know. The Prince was himfelf 
too much a man of honour to exa6t 
from others any thing contrary to its 
laws, and only defired to fee his wound, 
or rather the mark where it had beem 
There was ftill a flight drefling on it, 

more 
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^nore by way of prevention than any im- 
^nediate neceflity. The fword had run 
in between the riht direftly oppofite to 
where tht heart ftiould point when it is 
rightly placed ; had it met the Count's 
there, he would probably have been no 
more. The good Princefs was all this 
time endeavouring to reconcile her 
daughter to herfelf, the only being fhe 
feemed at enmity with, advifing her 
ftrongly to treat the Count with that 
degree of confidence he might reafona- 
bly expeft, from the fituation chance 
had thrown them both into ; to treat him 
de hauten bafe would be ridiculous, and 
abfolutely inconfiftent with the candour 
and ingenuity of her heart. She doubted 
not, fhe faid, but the Count would feize 
on the firft opportunity which offered, of 
throwing himfelf at her feet, and decla* 
B 2 ring 
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ring his reconrtoifance for the honour fhc 
did him j in which cafe there was no- 
thing left for her but to recdve^his pror 
fcffions with a becoming dignity, and to 
afTure him of her friendfhip while he con- 
tinued to deferve it : and now my dear, 
added fbe, it depends on you, whether 
or no you will give your hand to the ami- 
able Count, and when-, only let me 
from experience tell you, few men ef- 
teem tfie woman who from vanity or " 
coquetry judge it mete to trifle with 
their happinefs -, and every woman who 
marries puts it in the power of her huf- 
band to pay he,r back with intereft. Ihe 
world is ever on the fide of the huf- 
band, however blameable -, his own fex 
are ever ready to fupport him 5 infinite- 
ly more faithful to each' other than 
ours, the majorit)^ qf which readily chime 

in 
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in with their opinion, and abandon the 
wretched woman to the mifery of her 
own mind, and the contempt of ' others. 
You are, my dear, ill able to judge from 
your father and me, of a marriage ftate. 
We are peculiarly adapted to each other, 
and one will, one foul, has aduac^d us 
both fince our happy union. Pray Hea- 
ven that may be your lot. But you 
will have no right to look upon one lefs 
grateful to a fond and fejifible heart, fe- 
vere, when you compare it with that of 
mankind in general •, and nothing to do, 
but to make the beft of whatever falls to 
your lot. The Prince and the Count put 
an end to the converfation j the Duchefs 
arrived in a few minutes after, and almoft 
immediately followedher the Marquis de 
Bellarmine, and the young Count Bona- 
tini. Cards were brought, during which 
• B 3 frequeat 
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frequent opportunities prefented them^ 

fel ves to the Count de j (for Ade- 

lina never played) but overwhelmed as 
he certainly was with what he called love, 
and what all the world terms vanity, &c* 
he Vt^anted courage to make ufe of thofe 
opportunities he had fo ardently wifhed. 
for; which is nothing ftrange, when we 
confider there is a charm in modcfty, a 
native dignity, that ftrikes an awe, a re- 
verential awe, into the very foul of the 
moft abandoned profligate. To tbat^ 
much more than the extreme delicacy my 
poor friend fuppofed him aftuated by,, 
wis his frlence owing. The Duchefs» 
iceriled fatigued j fupper was ordered 
earlier than ufual. To that was attri- 
buted her- want of enjoiiement,^ which ne- 
ver (hone more bright than at table, anct 
exceeds all power of defcription. But 

it 
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it arofe from a caufe much more grie- 
vous ; much nearer her heart than any • 
bodily pain fhe could fufFer : fhe loved, 
Ihe idolized her fifter, faw the iniminent 
danger that awaited her, that fhe was up- 
on the very verge of a precipice of all 
others the moft dreadful. She viewed 
the , Count de ■ with impartial 

eyes ; faw that vanity was, and ever had 
been his ruling paffion 5 that the unfuf- 
pefting, amiable Adelina bad only 
to become his wife,* to be facrificed to 
each new comer. PofTefTion would fhort- 
ly extinguiflh the flame he avowed, per- 
haps imagined he felt for her at that 
time ; whilfl her's for him was indeli- 
bly written in her heart 5 and the un- 
luckly difcoveryof it have no other ef- 
fect than that of encreafing his vanity, 
heightening that fuperiority his tyrannic 
B 4 mind 
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mind would naturally incline him to 
ufurp over an angel, the inftant (he was 
become his property, and would. un- 
doubtedly render her poor filler wretched, 
(hould fhe. have ftrength of conftitution 
to enable her to outlive a change fo bru- 
tal in the man (he had diftinguiflied above 
all the world. To forefee, to feel all 
thefe evils, without the power to pre- 
vent them ; to know no remedy which 
was not a thoufand times worfe than the 
difeafe, was a heavy weight on. the 
mind of the Duchefsj enough to fink 
her fpirits into a.ftate of dejeftion. She 
wiftied to talk to Adelina apart; yet 
what had flie to fay ? To oppofe her 
marrying the Count, after" fuch an eclat, 
would be highly imprudent ; nay, fur- 
ther, perhaps injurious to her reputation ^ 
a thing (he could never maintain too 

dearly*. 
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dearly. To make diftant evils appear 
prefcnt by refleflion, was both injudicious 
and cruel, as would be the attempting 
to leflen him in her efteem ; therefore no- 
thing remained for her to do, but to put 
the beft face Ihe could upon the matter, 
and keep the addition fhe always intend- 
ed to make to her filler's fortune, in her 
own hands, until fhe had (as fhe much 
feared fhe would) more occafion for ir^ 
and take every opportunity that offered 
of founding the Count's fentiments on ' 
his approaching good fortune, exalting 
his ideas of Adelina's underflanding, 
which her youth and inexperience had 
probably made him under-rate. Be that 
as it may, he had the addrefs to convince 
the Duchefs of the contrary : and this* • 
fhews we fhould not fix our opinion of 
either perfons or things on the vague; 
B 5 credit: 
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credit of appearances, which are at beft 
equivocal, often falfe. In fhort, in a few 
days flie believed as fhe wifhed, that the 
force of her lifter's charms had wrought 
a miracle, and reformed the moft noto- 
rious rake about the French court. Tho' 
the Duchefs had never fpoke in difpraif* 

of the Count de , the Prince and 

Princefs, as well as Adelina, were not a 
little pleafed to find her each day more 
and more inclined to favour his fuit to. 
them, and rather wilh tb haften, than pro- 
tradl thefr intended union. At the fame- 
time fhe could not but highly approve 
her fifter's defire of convincing her lover 
fenfuality bore no part in her pafllon for 
him. The trembling awe with which he 
accofted the lovely Adelina, on meeting 
her alone in the gardens, after this tacit 
declaration of her partiality for him^ 

raifcd 



railed him not only in htr efteem, but in 
that of her fitter, from whom fhe kept 
nothing a fecret. Adelina was feated 
on a fopha compofed of mofs in a %t. 
Auftin'scave, a book in her hand, which 
appeared to draw more of her attention 
than the love^fick Count wifhed to fpare, 
or than'i&^ deemed confiftent with an 
heart in love. He attempted Teveral 
times to enter the cave, but obferving 
her thoughts were too fully employed 
to perceive him atfuch a diftance, he ap- 
prehended his nearer approach might 
alarm her, and was going away, when 
(he fuddcnly called out Who is there ? 
The man born to adore, and protedl the 
divine Adelina, replied , i6<?, and who 
* would live no longer than (he will allow 
him that privilege. Take xare. Count, 
£aid fhe, encroach not on my privacy, nor 
B 6 prefume 



prefumc from one proof of my wcak^ 
ncfs, I fliall be guilty of another, or re» 
cede in the fmalleft. tittle from the unconr 
tefted privilege of myfeXy implicit obe- 
/ dience before marriage, we all claim our 
<Jue J therefore leave me inftantly. We 
Ihould avoid all appearance of evil.. I 
will hear what you have to fay at home, . 
where black- mouthed (lander can neither 
wrong your intentions, or my fame. My 
mind, when you approached this fequeCr 
teredfolkude,, wa^ fixed in contempla-. 
ting the virtues of. the holy man whofc 
name it bears •, exalted far above all 
earthty objects ! Begone 5 farewell. H« 
ftayed notto anfwer, but flew^ to prove - 
that obedience he knew would be of fhorc 
duration, and which he would (ere fhe. 
was aware) make her pay back with in- 
tereft. This rencontre having fpoilcd 

her 
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ficr contemplations, flie foon returned w 
the houfe, but meeting the Duchefs at 
the door of the faloon, equipped ready 
for walking, oiFered to accompany hen 
They' turned into an alley which led 
into a covered walk half a mile in length; 
the trees on each fide were cyprefs, and 
myrtle of an extraordinary large fize, 
with woodbines and jeffamine twining 
round them. At the end was a temple, 
inferior in fize only to Solomon's. In 
ftiort, it is the prettieft mignon thing in 
theuniverfe, and dedicated to Pudicitia, 
the goddefs of chaftity or modefl:y, who 
fl:ands at the upper end, habited in the 
charafter of a Roman matron ; a long 
robe and veil : fiie is mentioned as more 
knmediately relative to the marriage bed. 
This brought on a converfation poor 
Adclina ardently wiflied for ; but fo ftrift 

a votary 
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^ votary was^(? to the Goddefsy that with- 
iput her afliftance fhe had never been able 
10 enter upon it, even to her beft loved 
friend and fitter. She told her the ad- 
venture in the garden, and when fhe 
had once entered upon the topic, con- 
cealed from the Duchef3 no one thought 
of her foul, or aftion of her life, Sb& 
approved extreniely of Adelina's con-- 
dud V but advifed her no longer to de;- 
cline coming to an *clairciflement with 
the Count ; jp obferve narrowly and im- 
partially bis manner of hinting fo very 
delicate an event as was the difcovery of 
her penchant towards him. On the op- 
pofite fide of the entrance into the tem- 
ple was a' door which opened into the 
orangeree, which, without aid fronrx the 
neighbouring fweets, perfumed the 
whole atmofphere. ^herc they fpied the 

love- 
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lov€-fick Count, wafting fighs fufficient 
to blow every bloflbm' from the trees ^ 
and roniantic enough had that happened,, 
to fancy himfelf thrown out of a fecond 
paradife, and expedb momentarily to fee 
briars and thirties ipring up in their place, 
to curfe his pride, and mortify his am- 
bition, which dared to foar above the 
reach of mortals, and hope to poflefs a 
being only made to be adored. But to 
quit thefe high-flown ideas, and enter 
once more into the fublunary world. The 
Count ftarted fome paces back, on fee- 
ing the amiable lifters. The Duchefs 
called to him, defired he would join 
them. They walked fome time, talked 
on general topics, till her Grace feemed 
rather tired, and Adclina propofed go- 
ing home. The Duchefs would not al- 
low that, faid fhe would return to the 

temple. 



tempk, and imufe herfelf with a book 
till Adelina had finifhed her walk, and 
■ colleding flowers for the bouquets they 
were to wear that evening at a little 
dance the Prince intended giving in a 
grotefque building, at the end of his 
woods, which feparates them from thofe 
of the King. The lovers being left to- 
gether, the Count found courage to ex* 
patiatc amply on his paffion for the 
adorable Adelina- How rapidly it had 
increafed from the time (he muft own) 
he had allowed himfelf to chcrifh fome 
hopes it might meet with return, yet he 
had never prefumed on- thofe hopes fo 
far, as to deviate in the fmalleft degree 
from the refpefl:, the heart-felt delicacy, 
he ever had, and ever muft maintain for 
her. Few lovers perhaps could boaft 
that power over themfelves- I grant you; 

^ all 
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all you fey, replied Adelina, but have I 
nothing in me to infpire that refpecl, 
that awful homage infepaiaule from 
love ; if I want thofe requilites, may ~ 
every other charm fade ere morning 
dawns> nor leave me the ability of exci^ 
ting in others a flame I am myfelf inca- 
pable of feeling, and hold in foul con?- 
tempt. Miftake me not (my dear Prin- 
cefs) anfwered the X^ount with warmth 
and confufion, I deny not your power, I 
feel its force ; is it kind, is it humane, 
to opprefs the wretch, who, while he 
groans beneath the yoke, kilTcs his 
chains : this fufpenfe is, to a generous 
mind, worfe than a thoufand deaths : 
mercifully put an end to it, or to an ex- 
iftence you have rendered infupportable 
to me : happy indeed had been my lot, 
had I fallep by the Duke of ———'a 
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fword, and been by you lamented 
What fm fo horrid, of fo black a die^ 
have / fince committed, to caufe this 
change, thi& cruelty in that heart where 
benevolence and tendernefs alone fhould 
dwelL Here tears,, marked with the 
deepeft forrow, (topped all power of ut- 
terance, and were indeed enough to melt 
a more obdurate heart than^that he had 
to deal with. She was fo thoroughly 
touched with his (ituation,* as to allow 
him to go back with her to her fitter,, 
who flie promifed him fhould fettle prc^ 
liminaries between them. The moment 
Ihe ehtered the temple, the Duchefs 
' tried out, I fee you have both been teiz* 
irig each other, and that I muft be at 
the p^ins of foliciting Adelina to follow 
her own inclinations : yet truft me,. 
Count,, whatyou, and moft men may^deeni 

caprice^ 
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caprice, in her arifes from a delicacy 
which you will one day find your ac- 
count in, and that you have not paid toa 
dear for the poffeffion of it. At the 
fame tim^e, my dear filler, let me con- 
jure you not to fuffcr uhneceffary fcru^ 
pics to make you defer your own happi- 
nefs, much more the happinefs of himl 
know you love, and prefer to yourowik 
Confefs the paflion you have" long che- 
rifhed for the Co^nt ; I know the puri- 
ty, the delicacy of it is fuch, you need 
not blufh to atknawledge^ even under 
the aufpices of Fudicitia. The Count 
fell on his knees, bleffcd the Duchefs^ 
entreated her Grace would lend him her 
aid toprocureapromifeof making him 
the happicfl:^ of human race, if flie would 
jQOt date the -bleffing. She not only 
granted his rcqueft, but folicited AdeKna 
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with zeal little inferior to the Count's^ 
begged (he would go beyond the boon 
he afked, and fix the day to render him, 
her whole family, and herfelf complete- 
ly happy ; that Ihe well knew the Prince 
and Princefs impatiently waited her de- 
termination 5 every thing had long been 
ready on their part. Poor Adelina 
wept, and in a trembling voice, bluftiing 
replied, my dear filler, aflift me,fparc mc 
fomc of the pain I muft feel in telling the 
Count he has long had my heart; my 
hand ftiall feal its conftancy ; and that I 
will give him any day the Prince^ Prin- 
€efSj and you, my dearcft friend^ fhall 
fix, till when I hope I ftiall fee him eafy, 
cheerful, and be able to appear enough 
fo myfelf not to draw the eyes of the 
whole world upon us, wherever we are. 
He affured her of his prudence, that it 

ftiould 
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fliould even curb that joy, this more 
than fortunate event would naturally 
throw him into. They returned thro* 
the delightful bofquet I have already 
defer ibed to the houfe 5 feparated to 
drefs for dinner ; that over, the whole 
company, which confided of about forty 
in number, got into their carriages, and 
drove to the Maifon du Bois, where ele- 
gance reigned in its greatell fplendour. 
The evening being beautifully ferene 
and bright, they all alighted from their 
carriages, and walked up an avenue which 
leads to the building. The trees which 
made this avenue were ftately oaks, that 
muft have peeped at leaft at that glorious 
prodigy, that wonder and adoration of 
his own, and every other age and counr 
try, the Gallic Henry, that truly legiti- 
niatc offspring of Mars, and pupil of 
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Mentor. At the 'bottom of this ter- 
race runs the beautiful river Seine : you 
have frequent views of it through thefc 
venerable oaks : the flope between the 
walks and the water is planted with 
every fhrub pleafing to the eye, or grate- 
ful to the fmell, and the terrace termi- 
nates in a Gothic gateway, o'er-run with 
ivy, where Hands an old porter, who 
held that office under the Prince's fa- " 
ther; though you may difcover the 
marks of timejn him, not one of difcon- 
tent appears ^ peace and plenty fat in his 
countenance. He opens the gates with 
the cheerful hofpitality and benevolence 
of the Prince his mafter, which lets you 
into a beautiful lawn, covered with fmali 
Iheep and lambs, pheafants of every dif- 
ferent kind, Guinea, pea fowl ; in Ihort^ - 
every fpecies of the feathered race. At- 
tendant 
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tcndant on thefe animals were twelve 
boys and twelve girls, dreffed in a fort 
of unifbrm, extremely neat, all green, 
with crooks and white hats, the boys 
beaver, the girls ftraw. Under a (bed, 
overgrown almoft with honeyfuckles 
and vines, fat a man and woman falling 
into the decline of life, capable from 
their little erudition, ^s well as know- 
ledge in the paths of life they trod^ of 
diredting thefe youth in the way of truth 
and virtue at leaft. They were fufFered 
to remain under their care until they 
had reached their thirteenth year, whea 
they were put out to any trade they 
feemed turned for. A conftant fuccef- 
fion of the pooreft, moft deftitute to be 
met with in the neighbourhood, kept 
up the number. Within half a mile of 
the Ipot we found them in, this m^n and 
2 womaa 
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woman had a houfe, where were two to- 
lerable rooms, befides a hall, on the 
ground floor ; above they were divided 
into as many fmall cells as there was in* 
habitants for them : one room however 
in the center, larger than the reft, was 
occupied by the pere and mere of the 
fociety. A little chapel there was, ad- 
joining to the houfe, adorned with every 
thing neceflary to keep up the true fpi- 
rit of devotion, without raifing it to an 
cnthufiaftic pitch. Morning and even- 
ing the bell never failed to call this little 
fold, as well as all elfe who chofe to 
come to offer up their oraifons to the 
great origin of all their bleffmgs here^ 
and hopes hereafter. From hence we 
went into the houfe, where mufick, fef- 
tivity, joy in every heart, content in 
every countenance, impatiently waited 
2 our 



otJr arrival. The Prince and Princefs 
left U3 walkings and got into the houfe 
time enough to receive the company m 
the faloon, which was truly great. Ai- 
chitefture was carried to the higfieft 
pitch of magnificence ; the floor was of 
thefineft white marble, the roof fiipportcd 
by fix pilafters of porphyry, Tlie ^jIjI- 
Ing (which was very lofty) p:iintcd by 
the bcft mafter of the timf: frrall fi^ 
gures, and in compartments : k contain- 
ed the hiftory of mod of the la. ties, as 
well as the amours of Henry the Fourth 
of France -, and I have never {(^m anv 
portrait of Henry, or the Duke de SuUy^ 
that more ftrongly refcmbied them thaa 
thcfc paintings do. The chairs arc 
wood) finely carved, and appear like 
fmall trees, with feats in them, in which 
arc cufhions of green and whit^ flowered 
Voi. II. C SlN^. 
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filk. The foliage of the chairs are (o 
exquifitdy wrought, you would fw^ar 
they were growing, until you touch 
them. The Prince ordered no more 
than fourteen fervants to attend y they 
were all dreifled in green, with a narrow 
filver embroidery down the coat and 
waiftcoat, buttons of the fame, their 
coats Ihort, filver belts and coutcau de 
chafie, plain ruffles, and thread ftock- 
ings, as more in character with the refU 
They (hewed us into a drawing room 
which beats'alldefcriptionj the tapeftry 
of the foreft kind, fimple, but elegant s 
the fophas, fauteuils and carpet, all in 
the fame tafte. Within this was afmal- 
ler room, fyrnifhed entirely with green 
filk, except that the window and door 
curtains had a very narrow filver fringe 
round them. The heads of the nails 

in 
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m tlie fophas, &c. were filver : the cifeU' 
ing of each room was thefiqe old ftucco^' 
Mufic and cards was called for ; ^ /ev/ 
minuets danced before the Priocefs ref 
tired with her company to cards. The 
Duchefs ofB ■■ and. Adeli/ia^ with 
//&^/>company, danced till eleven o'clock, 
^ In Icfs than half an hour, the doors of 
the room where they had been dancing 
were thrown open, and the moft elegant 
fupper imaginable appeared. That 
fcarcely over, fix of the moft. beautiful 
young women, the age of Mademoifelle, 
habited lik^e fhepherdefles, entered the 
room, kneeled down ta her \ the firft, 
prefenting her with a crown of myrtle, 
and a petition, in the nam^, of the refi^ 
entreating (he would no longer defet 
;i^/> happinefs and her ^w»s that the 
pricft waited her commands, and they 
C z to 
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to follow the example fhc Ihovjld fct 
them: in the utmoil confulion^ (he 
turned her head round, and beheld a 
group of fhepherds offering in the fame 
manners petition to the Count. The 
Prince and Princefs warmly feconded 
their requeft to Adelina, who, with the 
loweft obeifance, replied, it is too much 
for you to intreat, where you have every 
right to command. The Prince led her 
into the inward room j Che Princefs with 
the Count followed ; after them the 
^hole company J and the prieft per- 
formed the ceremony to the whole feven 
at the felf-fame time. The ceremony 
ended, the fix brides and bridegrooms 
again fell on their Jcnees, offering up 
their moft grateful thanks and warmeft 
wifhes for every future blifs pouring 
^own in abundance on the Countefs, 



when 
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when her Ladyftitp prefcntcd each fticp- 
herd with a purfc of gold, in dbwry 
with his wife. The Count gallantly 
be^ed leave he might give them fomc- 
thing for pins; he doubted not, he faidf 
the force of their charms gaining them 
every influence they could defire, yet he 
muftconfels, he could ill endure the 
thought of any woman's being depen- 
dant 0(1 the will of her hufband. The 
carriages were at the gate» and inftantly 
conveyed the whole company to thrir re» 
fpeftive homes. The next day, to avoid 
the tircfome celtmony of aukward coun* 
tiy vifits, the Prince and Princcfs^ 
bride and bridegroom w^t with the 
Duchefr of B- — . to a chateau fhe had 
twenty leagues from Paris, where they 
remained till the time of their going to 
Paris. It was agreed that the Count 
.1 ^ .3 and 
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andCoiii^tefe were to live with the Prince 
the three firfl: years after their marriag«v 
But the poor Prince was killed withia 
the year, in defending a place of very 
little value. The Princefs furvived him 
Bear two years, unfortunately too long 
for her^ as it led her into the knowledge 
of her youngcft daughter's cruel deftiny^ 
liotwithftanding flie and -the Duchefs, 
took all poffiblc ci^re to, conceal it fronii 
her. Whilft the Printe lived, the Count 
thought it worth his while to keep mea- 
fures with the Goume(s, tfiough at that 
time he kept an opera girl privately,, 
and behaved with fo mifch tyranny to- 
wards the poor Countefe, that no on** 
thing on earth, but fear of rendering th*: 
Prince and Princefs wretched on her ac- . 
count,, could have prevailed on her to 
endure the violence of his temper (which. 

fa* 
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lie had thehypocrify to fuppnefs rill they 
retired to their own apartment) made her 
inifcarry of her firft child, and it was not 
without difficulty (he went through with 
the fecond. There was nothing har{h, 
nothing brutal, he did not adt towardt 
her ; nay, he carried ic fo far, as to tell 
her he was perfuaded to marry her, ani;i 
thought he had uncommon merit to live 
with her at alh Judge how it muft hurt 
a woman who had not only made his for- 
tune, but who had charms enow to pur- 
cKafe, kingdoms, and who was t^e admi*- 
ration of all who knew her. On the 
death of the Prince he gave farther lati- 
*tude to his horrid ill-nature. Villains are 
always cawards^ and he had no longer to 
fear any body would call him to account 
for his cruelty to the Countefs. He pro- 
bably wifhed the Princefs out of the way, 
G 4 for 
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tor the (a]ce of her jointure, and deemed 
adding to the afflidion flic was befoFC 
overv/hdmcd with the moft likely expe- 
dient to bring.it about. But to pretend 
to think with fuch a being, is an affront 
to my own heart and principles. He de- 
clared himfclf a freethinker, but his 
coward heart gave his tongue the lie, for 
he trembled at the leaft fliadow of dan- 
ger. Not long before the poor Princcfs 
died, fhe had the mortification to be obli- 
ged to difmlfs her daughter's woman, 
whom flic had educated in the ftrifteft 
principles of the church flic profeflfedf 
from his having cruelly debauched her, 
and her being within z few weeks of her 
time. This, and many flmilar events^ 
determined the Countefs to live no longer 
with him than decency required, after 
the death of her mother^ which, to her 

Ibrrow, 
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forrow, 'fhc beheld hourly approaching, 
and believed i&^r other misfortunes did 
not a little haften the grcateft that could 
befall her. The Princcfs did not long 
outlive this laft fcandalous procedure of 
the Count's. The lalt month of her life 
^he was (to her great comfort) obliged to 
attend the court, and leave her to enjoy 
her dear daughter's company in peace^ 
thefliort time Ihe had to pafs with her 
on earth. His ill natured difpofition 
could not help repining at that. The 
Princcfafaw her end approaching with 
true Chriftian heroifm, wiflied often to 
talk upon the fubjcft to the Co«nteft, 
but feared hurting her gentle nature. 
However, Ihe found her ftrength hourly 
fail her, and had many things ftie wanted 
to fay to the Couhtefs„ both for her ow^ 
eafc, and bergood-, therefore fcnt for her 
C 5 one 
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one morning, and ordered all the atfem 
dants to leave the room., After a fevf 
n^inutes paufe, to recover her fpirits, ra- 
ther in a flutter. My dear Adelina, . faid 
jlhe, your lot is certainly feverc, extreme-^ 
ly fo i fuch it appears to «j at leaft •, but 
forrow and difappointments are. the com- 
mon lot of humanity •, the terms ort 
Wichwehold our charter retrials arene- 
cefTary for us in this ftate of .probation v; 
nor is it mete we fliould choofe the mode: 
of them ; were that allowed iis, I doubt 
we fhould, often pafs by the moft faluta* 
ry means to obtain the wilh'd-for.end, 
which are graciqufly made uf& of by th« 
Almighty Father of this immenfc uni- 
verfe, to bring us back to himfelf. I 
have not a wifh to linger here, fave for 
vour fake, and that is Ick ardent from the 
certainty 1 have, your amiable fiftcr will. 
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as much as poffible^ fupply my place ta 
you. I Her houfe will ever be an afylum. 
to you from the brutal rage of the wretch 
who calls himfelf your hufband ; yet,, 
my dear, I truft you will endeavour, to 
acqiiit yourfelf of your duty, as a wife 
and mother, fhould Heaven fend you 
another child, in the room of that fweet 
babe we all fo unreafonably lamented- 
To grieve was natural -, but to repine 
ag^nft' the divine will, unwarrantable. 
Your filler will be here fome time this^ 
evening. I have left every thing in my\ 
power to her^ in truft for yon, and in 
fuch a manner as your own tender affec- 
tionate heart catanot leave you deftitute^ . 
-to gratify the vicious turn of your aban* 
doned hufband. Forgive mey my dear 
Adelina j I freely forgive all my enemies,, 
mdbes is the greateft I ever met- with : 
G 6l may»* 
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way the Almighty forgive . him, tunr hir 
heart, and permit me to fpend my lifers 
fcnall remnant to bis praife and glory^ 
with my children and family. Upon* 
this the poor good Princefs wiped her 
eyes, and rung her bell. When her at-^ 
tendants came in, they told her the Dii^ 
chefs of ■ had been come fome 

time, but would not allow them to dit- 
turb her Highnels. She ordered theni 
to fhew her in, and the fcene which en- 
fued is much too tender, too interefting 
for defcription to attempt j it was all the 
. moft fenfible heart can conceive huma- 
nity capable of feeling; the Princds, 
worn out wich fatigue, required reft; the 
ladies, when they had adnuniftered what 
her phyficians had ordered ihe fhould 
take, left her to that repofe her Highnefs 
ftood much in need of, and which, while 

thejf 
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they were by, (he could never Rave pre* 
vailed on herfelf to uke. The ladies 
had not long retired before dinner was 
annotinced; they fat down widi litde appe- 
tite, and ibon finilhed« The attendants 
difmiflfed, they entered upon the fubjeft 
neareft their hearts, lamented in the bit-- 
tereft fighs of forrow, the fhortnefs of the 
time they dared to hope Heaven would 
vouchfafe to lend them the fondeft pa- 
rent, the tendered friend, and beft ot 
womefi. The Duchefe would have tal- 
ked of the Count, and aflured Adelina 
of her inviolable friendfhip, but fhe de- 
clared fhe had not a fingle thought to be- 

ftow on either the Count or herfelf; ihe 
was perfcdly fatisfied of the Duchefs's 
aSedion, hadthe higheft honour for her 
judgment, and fliould, whenever /he had 
the misfortune to lofcher mother, put 

herfelf 
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Hprfclf entirely under her Grace^s direct- 
tlon. Scarce had they ^endcd this; cpn^ 
verfatipn, when one of the Puchefe's wo-^ 
men came to tell them her Highnefc de- 
fired their conjpany. They flew with 
eagernefs/but alas ! it was only to^ hpap 
her tell them fhe had but a few hourjs flic 
believed to live ; that flie defired to have 
her diredtor fpiritual fent for ^ it was in- 
ftantly done. Her Highnefs called for 
her keys V gave them to the Duchefsj, 
told her flae would find every thing there j, 
amongfl: the refl:, a letter for the County, 
which flie defired her to deliver to him,. 
The Duchefs and poor Adelina kneeled 
by her bed-fide, bathing her hands with 
their tears, until the prieft: arrived. They 
then retired, left thePrincefs to her pri- 
vate devotions, which were foon over; 
for what had J!>e to confeis ? Nothing,. 

but 
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6ut the feelings of the beft hufiten Heart 
^jdftipg. She had many trials i Ibe feft 
ihcm y but Ihe bore them with a forti* 
tude becoming the greateft Ketd of the 
other, and a religious refignation beco^ 
tning either fcx. The blatkeft fin her 
Highnefs ever committed might be ab- 
(blved without enjoining- penance. Her 
daughters, and attendants, down to the 
veryloweft, were called to hear mafs,, 
and communicate with her.:. Her High- 
nefs talked familiarly to them all, bleffed 
them, wifhed they might all feel the com- 
fort of a confciencc void of offence (as 
flie did) in their lateft moments^ advifed 
them to perfevere in their attachn^ent, 
&c. to her daughters, who would never 
leave them deftitute, when worn out with 
age and labour in their fervice ; and they 
would find^^ had nofc left them wholly 

dependant.' 
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ifopendant. They anfwer«d only with 
fighs, tears, and prayers^ that her H%b- 
oeis'rfoul might quit its mafifion heri 
with as litde pain as ppffible. They then 
withdrew. The Princefi called the Dir- 
chefs to her, told her ibe ftlt &e had but 
a very fiiort time in this world, and 
wUhedlhe and her filter would leave the 
room: I fear, my dears, ygu will be ill 
able to fuftain the (hock of feeing me in 
the aft of dying, though: from the Hea** 
ven I now feel within, I do not appre^ 
hend it will be violent. They both 
feemed reluflant to leave her. She then 
added, lefc me t^e leave of you for the 
prdent, however •, truft me, it is l)etter 
for us all I (he kiffed them tenderly^ 
prayed for every blefling on them here ^ 
above all, that of a calm contented fpirit^ 
without which, all the reft would be of 

Uttk 
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Httle avail ; that alone wouIU keep them 
in a temper of mind to enjoy this lifcj 
as well as fit them for ^ better, where I 
tnift, my dear childfcn, faid (he, we ihall 
meet again. She turned round, prayed ar- 
dently, yet with a compofure which fpoke 
all right within. The poor ladies had 
barely reached Adelina*s apartment, 
biefore this amiable woman refigned her 
breath to him who gave it,, without a 
groan. The Pried wasfent to acquaint 

them with it. He was a fenfible, a good 
man, therefore felt for themmuch, but 
faid Uttle to ftop the torrent of their grief, 
the edge of which he well knew muft 
be ibqpwhat blunted, ere it wou^ld allow 
them to liilen to reafon's voice ; neither 
^id he difluade thenufrom going to vilk . 
the remains of the poor Princefs, wh<y 
appeared no ttmc than fleeping,^ with 

aplcafm^ 
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a pleafing fmile upftn her- cptotenanc?,- 
They would not fiiffer her to be moved 
iintil the third day, though contrary to 
ihccuftom^of France; befides, that her 
Highnefs^had difired'flie ifiight -not -be 
embalmed, but interred jon the feveiith 
day after Jier deceafe. They faw every 
tittle of her will molt religioufly per- 
formed, then leaving that delightful ha*^ 
bitation, (rendered infuppOrt-abte to them 
by the lofs of the Princefs) fit out for 
theDuchefe's houf? I J^^ve before; Rien* 
niofted.^^ The. ^age.'iaridldiiappoiatmenl 
which feized* the eounti'dii' finding h© 
had nothing to fay to the Pfincefs*s ef- 
feds, made him give up all %pear- 
ancesy and fear of the King only' made 
him put on mourning.' -He determine^' 
to live no longer with the Countefs, and 
' inftantly attached himfelf io the molt 

abaadonedi 
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abandoned of women, fprung from tlic 
toweftand meaneft of the people, who^ 
after having exhibited her charms to the 
liigheft bidder for fomc years, had the 
art to draw in a filly young Englifhtnan, 
jvhafe original was little better than het 
own, but who, by the death of a lucky 
relation, inherited an eftate of about a 
thoufand a year, at the age of eighteen^ 
The people who had the care of him, sls 
well as himfelf, looked up this as an im- 
menfe fortune, deemed it neceflary he 
&9uld have a foreign education. Ashe 
was of the right religion for it, he wa^ 
entered at an univprfity at Doiiay, where 
(though an excellent feminary for learn- 
ing of all kinds) they were unable either 
to put any thing new into his head, tho* 
vacant enough, or to beat out his former 
vulgar prejudices; even the love of 
wine he carried back with him, a vice 
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France and Italy feldom fails to cure our 
young men of. He was dragged thro' 
Paris before his return to- England, but 
robbed then^ of nothing ri»^^. Nofooner 
had he taken poiTeinon of his eftate than 
he recoUefted^he ought to have a niiP 
trefs. This wretch put herfeif in his 
way, hit his fancy, and in one of his 
drunken fits, Jhe and the reft of her fif. 
ters, who were of the fame profeflion,* 
contrived not only to get a prieft to mar- 
ry her to him, but to have a kind of fet- 
tlement made out and figned by him. He 
heard all this the next day with a kind 
©f aftoniflimenty, but knew no remedy, 
had norefourcebut hisbottle,^ which he 
Kforted to morning, noon, and night, and 
ibon ended a life which Ihame, remorfe, 
and the vicious turn, as well as bad tem* 
|)er of the wretch he had made his wife^ 

(endered 
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tendered 1>urdenlbme to hitxu In hbla-^ 
teft moments he could hardly endure the 
ifight of her,'declared to his neareft itlation 
and heir, he wifhed he could cut her oflf 
with a fhiliing ; thatflie was not fatisfied 
with proving falfe to his bed, but had Ja« 
jured him every way. No fooner was 
the breath out of his body, than fhe flew 
away with one of her gallants, regard- 
lefs.of every confequence that could be- 
fall the manes of the man to whom fhe 
owed every thing v^uable Ihe pofleflcd* 
Her hufband's fucceflbr held her in the 
contempt (he merited at his hands, and 
on looking into his papers, found his re«* 
lauon had never palTed fines upon his 
cftate, confequently had no power to 
make fettlements j and he took from hex 
the jointure her ill fated hufbaild had gJL* 
yen her, which her brutality to him left 
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her totally unworthy of. In this fituib 
tion, and with an olci fuperannuated 
keeper, the -infatuated Count found her, 
attached himfelf to her, as much as he 
could attach himfelf She has ever fincc 
remained the premier 5 but he has a 
thoufand miftrefles. I have made a long 
digreffion, dwelt infinitely longer than 
the fubjeft defervcs, upon this wretch's 
ftory, I thought it neceffary, in order 
to give you fome idea of the man who 
makes fo large a part in my narrative, 
and who for many years rendered unhap- 
py the moft amiable and beft of women. 
Whenever his finances were low, he 
deigned to vifit the Countefs, conftantly 
putting on an air of penitence, which 
wrought upon her eafy friendly nature, 
and more than once deceived the Du'^ 
chefs of ■ * ■■ , for the fillers- never fe* 

parated 
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j)aMrt:€d,^tcr.t^.e death of tlie Princefii 
theirmother. No fooner, was hjs purfc ' 
filled, tban he pretended bufmefs, and 
flew to lavifh the bounty of his indulgent 
wife on the bafe fcandalous caufe of all 
her mifcry. When their mourning wa< 
over, and they had enough compofed 
their minds to be able to receive their 
family and friends, they went to the Ho- 
tel de — — r at Paris i it belonged to the 
Duchefs 5 he could not force his way ii^ 
and the dreadful accounts her Grace had 
of him from all hands there^ made her 
very little folicitous of his company, as 
well as cautious how flie encouraged him. 
At a mafked ball Ihe gave to fome of the 
firft people about thexourt, he crowded 
in fome of this horrid woman's relations. 
A thing fo infamous, Ihe never could 
forgive, ' and determined no longer 

to 
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iokeep snymeafures with him« The 
Cwntefs felt fenfibly fo grofs an aSron^ 
and totally withdrew her afieflions from 
a being too unworthy ever to have h^d 
^ny pretenfions or claim to the fmalleft 
ihare in a heart he never underftood the 
value of, From tTiis time they enjoyed 
more quiet ; but ^happinefs with fuch a 
fituation was incompatible : every body 
endeavoured to amufe a melancholy they 
faw had already taken too deep hold on 
the mind of the poor Duchefs, and from 
the delicacy of her conftitution would, 
tbiy feared, prove fatal to her. Their 
fears were, alas ! but too juftly grounded. 
Within lefs than three months after their 
arrival at Paris, ftie died of a violent 
confumption, and left the Countefs pof^ 
fcfled of great wealth, but moremifery. 
In the Duchefs flie loft a fecond parent, 

her 
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lirf fir* and deaf eli friend 5 for tHeCoirftt 
had, on every occafion, proved himfelf 
CO her the oppofite charadkr. She cpuld 
iot him in^no other light than that of a 
cruel executioner, wio had robbed her 
of iuch a mother, and fuch a fifter, as 
few could boaft of; To avoid further 
perfecution from a huiband flic coulcj no 
longer love, (he flew to that happy afy- 
lumlhehad much caofe to regret the 
having left, and put hc?rfeif under the 
prote6lion of the Princefs de •— , who 
was fuperior of that houfe, and whofe 
friendfhip for the Countefs rendered her 
happy in the charge. She inftantly fct 
down, wrote fuch an account of the diC 
Vcfling fituation the poor Countefs was 
in, to the King, as muft neceflTarily ren- 
der all the Count's machinations to get 
lier out of the convent abortive j believ- 
I^OL^ II. D Siv^ 
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ing, as it loon after happened, ^h^t he ' 
would endeavour by kll means, whether 
£^ir or foul, to get the Countefs and her 
fortune into his poffeflion. On this dif— 
pointment, he gave himfelf up to riot anci 
diflipation, which his charmipg veuv^ 
(as he called her) rather encouraged 3 
inditFerent about his perfon, while fh^ 
managed his purfe. But let us leave ^ 
fubjeft difgraceful to. humanity, and ri^- 
turn to the glory ^ the honour of it. Th^ 
manes of the poor Duchefs (which hacJ 
lain in the chapel belonging to the con- 
vent, from the time the Countefs entered 
it) were interred according to Tier defire, 
with great privacy : ten thoufand livres 
were given that evening to the poor of 
Paris. What the Countefs fufFered beg- 
gars defcriptipn. Religion, the only re- 
fource of the wretched, fupported her 

under 
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lender it, and has fince rendered her the 
happieft of human race. She fees afflic- 
tions were neceffary for her -, gratefully 
adores the all-wife Providence for his fa- 
therly corredtion to her. Her whole life - 
15 fpent in ads of beneficence and piety^ 
free from oftentation or aufterity. Some 
of the moft cheerfut hours I pafs is with 
her : I have gained infinitely more in- 
ftruftion of every kind from her conver- 
fation, within the Ihort fpace of time we 
have been acquainted, than in my whole 
life before. To a thorough knowledge 
of books (he has added that of the 
world •, can read mankind, witfi as much 
facility as Ihe can her grammar. With 
all this, fhe has the greateft pleafure in 
.converfmg with young people imagine 
able J l^ecaufe fhe can inform them, and 
has ^ much higher gratification in con-^ 
• . \ D: 2 fcrring 
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fcrring than receivirtg benefits. To | 
know what Ihe is, and to refleft on the 
feverity of her lot, and how cruelly flic 
was thrown away, is of itfelf fuificicnt to 
convince us, this is not the place of re- 
tribution. Madame, the fuperior, fliewjs 
me very particular honours. I fpendfo 
much of my time at this houfe» that both 
Lord and Lady R have more 

than once expreflcd fome diffatisfadioji 
at it, for which I honeftly aflure yoii 
they have not the leaft caufe. My reli- 
gious piinciples are too ftrongly fixed, 
to allow a poflibility of change 5 not- 
witbftanding, 1 confcfs, was I ever un- 
fortunate enough to lofe my mother, I 
ftiould be happy to fpehd fome months 
in the year in this heavenly habitation, 
wth you to accompany me, while you 
remain unmarried i not that I wifli -or 

endeavour 
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endeavour to perfuade you (my dear 
Morvina) to renounce all thought,s of a 
ftate in which you may be happy ; be- 
caufe it can, at beft, never have .any 
charms for ftie. The only man I ever wa« 
wild enough to wifli to marry, befides 
the narrownefs of his fortune, turned 
out unworthy, and would, I doubt not, 
have been a fecond Count de — — • The 
man I ought in prudence to have mar- 
ried, and who I muft ever efteem, though 
every way worthy, has never been able 
to force his way into my heart ^ and yoii 
know my fentiments, therefore will not 
be furprized I^ ftiould rejed an eftablifh- 
ment few wonren in England but would 
have jumped at. I muft write to my 
mother by this night*s maiL Our regu- 
lar correfpondenc« faves you, who hate' 
writing, much trouble:, but I forget, 

D 3 y^^ 
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you never think any thing a trouble to 
ferve your friends. We go to the 
opera this evening: not the firft enter- 
tainment here. The company is the 
beft part of it : indeed th*y feem to 
think fo themfelves \ for they converfe 
fo much and fo loud, you could hear lit- 
tle of the mufic, was it better worth 
attending to. The dancing I own I 
like, notwithftanding many of the Eng- 
lifti abufe it, more from their patriotic 
fpirit, I believe, than th^ elegance of 
their tafte in the art. You fee, my dear 
Morvina, how rcludtant I am to leave 
you i I muft fill my paper ; a mercy for 
you it will contain little more than that 
I am tenderly and truly 

Your friend, &c. 

My 
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My mother talks of Barege. Would 
we were to meet you there : Lord R— 
means to go next months ^ 



D 4 Let- 
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L E T T ER XXVir.. 



1 Hopc^ my dtar Morvina, ybU! 
have not been tooelegantj too expenfive 
in your mourning, for you muft ijii' 



doubtedly have concluded me dead and 
buriedy from Aich a long and total fi- 
lencc. Lord !R— ~ promilcd to take 
up his pen^ h\it has not I find done it,, 
which CQuldl have inaagined or devifed*. 
you would certainly have received a few 
lines from me, though I have for thefe 
three weeks paft been dancing from 
place to place with a twide, A pretty 
way> you will fay,^ of renouncing this 
wicked world and its vanities ; but alas! 

there 
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there IS no (lability in human nature: 
and to add to the aftonilhfnent I fee you 
fcized with, I went at the intreaties of 
my dear icoadjutrix, in part to reprefent 
her. One of her neareft relations and 
firft favourites has taken unto him a wife, 
not diftantly related to his Holinefs, and 
high in his favour. She is already 
the ton here, and moll defervedly fo. To 
' the mdft perfect fymmetry of features, 
ihe has a countenance which adds grace 
to each- particular feature, and lights up 
the whole -, a complexion that eclipfes 
all power of paint, eVen at Verfailles 5 a 
figure which all admire, all talk of, but 
no one can defcribe : in ftiort, others are 

beautifuU but the Countefs de is- 

beauty: others are graceful, but (he i$ 

grace. With all this, fhe has an under- 

ftanding which renders her fiiperior to 

D 5 the 
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the vanity (though (he fhews ftrongly 
the laudable defire) of pleafing, Un- 
confcious of the power of her charms, 
fhe, gaiiTiS the admiration of the men, 
without the envy of the women. . If 
there is fuch. a thing as uninterrupted 
happinefs in the married ftate, this cout 
pie, I think, bid fairly for it. When I 
toldyou the Count was the favourite of 
my friend, I felt I had given you every 
idea of his mental qualifications ; I Can- 
not, however, pafs over unheeded the 
outward man. His face is not beautiful^ 
but extremely pleafing; great, expref- 
fion in his eyes, a benevolent open coun* 
tenance, his figure-elegant^ rather tall^ 
. with an addrefs that cannot be told, but 
which prejudices all the world in: his fa* 
vcur. But to fum up all in few words, 
he is-altcgether a man of fafliion. With 
. great. 
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grc^t reluftance I muft fay on all fides^ 
I left this lovely, loving pair in the coun- 
try^ not without many entreaties on their 
part, and promifes on mine, to make 
them another vifit before I leave this 
happy kingdom; the politenefs and 
good humour of the people make it well 
worthy, that appellation. *Nor can I be- 
lieve they are behind hand with* us in 
fpiendfliip^ or allow that a brutal fero- 
city is any mark of it. I would not be 
flattered on either my faults or my fol- 
lies;, but I Ihould judge that perfon lit- 
tle my friend, who was ever inclined to 
turn his eyes towards the dark fide of' 
my charader, to paint it to me in the. 
mod indelicate terms and tone of voice,, 
and be apt to fufpefl it ofcener proceed- 
ed from the pleafure of gratifying the; 
malice of his own hearty than kindnefs- 
D 6 towards- 
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io#ar^ n?/^ Lady R Is lb ill 

again, I do not think we fliall gato 
Barege. She wiflies, as 4s> natural, to try 
the cfftds of her native air ; but (he 
muft recover a flight fever and cold^ 
wfeich now opprefs her, befbic Ihe will 
be able to undertake the journey. Srhis* 
makes me lefs iament my mother's pre- 
ferring our Englifli Bath^ as I could not 
have let Lady R return alone to^ 

England,^ were her defervings from me 
much left than I muft ever feel them.. 
Oh ! my dear Morvina^ wanting an af^ 
feftionate and grateful heart, what arc: 
we? Alas! a thoufahd times lower than, 
any brute under the fun. But fince that is 
not the turn of either of us, thank heaven, 
and they who, under it, gave us being,, 
let us f hange the fubjedt. Our coterie 
»ie«t here this evening, and I will not 

fefi 
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feal my letter, in hopes of picking up 
fomething new s befides, the packet fails 
not till twelve to-morrow night, and I 
may finifh this before I (Jeep. 

I AM fet to my paper again. Our 
party left us rather earlier this evening, 

on account of Lady R 's indifpofi- 

tidn, though I never knew her in belter 
^irits : indeed we were all fo. Whe- 
ther it was that I had been in the conn- 
try f6r fuch a length of time, or that the 
whole company exerted themfelves pe- 
culiarly, 1 know not, but I never I think 
fawthem fo brilliant, nor felt myfelf fo 
overpowered with fleep as at thjs mo- 
ment, therefore I muft defer all I have 
to fay on their chapter till next mail. En 
attendant adieu, and believe me ever your 
friend and afiedionate f^fter, &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXVBL 



My dear Sifter, 

JUST returned to life, after twelve 
hours found fleep (for fure fuch fleep is. 
near akin to death) I fit down* to give 
you an accoxint of o\irlaft.7iight'samufc-= 
ment. I will begin with naming the, 
dramatis perfona^. Firft then, behold 

the truly amiable Duchefs of M; ^ 

followed by Mrs. P , the only new 

perfon -, the reft you know by name at 
leaft. Her wit is more her own, and 
lefs forced upon you, than any perfon's 
I ever met with j her fentiments, her 
ideas juft, clearj delicate, yet nervous, 

expreffed 



•xpreffcd in terms, and with fucHr oratdry^ 

aCicero,aDemofthenes could only equaL 
Added to every other, I confefs I had a* 
national pleafure, nay pride in her, and 
eouldnot.hclp thinking ibe made ample 

amends for the Ihip-loada of, ^- I wilt 

not fay what, you fo la vifhly exported 
here from England s a. very impolitic 
mode of a£l:ing, begging the wife legif- 
lature's pardon^, fince they conftantlyj 
return freighted with the follies of every 
other country through which they pafs, 
without leaving one of their own in exr 

change. Mrs, P is the only Eng- 

lifhwoman, except ourfelves, in the Dur* 

chefs of M- 's coterie- Mr. W -^ 

I am told (and can readily believe) made 
no fmall figure in it •, but he had left 
Paris before our arrival. Cards, con- 
verfation, and the table, fee the night 

out. 



{ «4 ) 

cut. Before flipper the converfaticm 
turns on variety of fubjefts, at once im- 
proving and delightful. But the inftant 
you fit down to tabky vive la bagatelle 
is the word ; and to give you an idea of 
die brilliant fallies of wit, unallayed by 
IStire, humour unfuUied by vulgarifms, 
that flew about lafl: night, is I own be- 
yond me. Suffice it to fay, you cannot 
figure to your imagination any thing be- 
yonci it. The natural politenefs andcon- 
ftant attention that French men fhew to 
women in general, is certainly pleafing ; 
and let John Bull fay what he will, con- 
vinced am I, they both admire, love, 
and efteeni the rational and worthy part 
ofthefex-, have the higheft honor for 
their opinions, and glory in their abili- 
ties; a fentiment fo diametrically oppo- 
fite to John's own, who holds fenfe in 

petticoat3 



\ 



( 6s ) 

petticoa£s a dangerous enemy to the ftatr^ 
which ought to be held in the nioft ai> 
jc6feflavery, left they fhould dethrone 
their mighty fords and mailers, eclipft 
their fenatorial wifdom, which harangues 
whole days in each houfe agatnft power, 
tyranny, and oppreflion, yet never 
fail making thofe feel the weight of 
it, who are unfortunate enough to breathe 
under their unhotpitable roof. Infer not 
ffom this I am in- love with a French- 
man; or if I were capable of a fecond 
paflron, I Ihould prefer any perfcn to 
©onaria. I never told you he has been 
ifr^thefetwQ months, the fame refpeft- 
fol, aflSduous friend as ever, in which 
light I moft extremely love and value, 
him, and* am fprry fome pecuniary afr 
fairs will call him to England before we 
c^n go. Lady R—— -.continues fo ex- 
tremely 
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frcmely weak, I begin to fear fhe will 
never get there alive, it is not poflible to 
fay how fincerely I dread tT^lofe of her 5 
firft, I love her ; fhe merits that love, by ' 
every tender jparental concern for my 
welfare, as well as partiality to my per^ 
fon ; and I ferioufly think, with Dodtor 
Taylor Choweve^ idly we ufed to laugh 
at poor Mademoifelle abott it) that it 
is infinitely pleafantcr to be under go- 
* vernment than abfolutely your own mif- 
trefs. There is no one thing I ought to 
do fhie does not promot-e^ and wife I 
ihouid be amufed with,. I am relieved 
from the plague of thinking whole hours 
what is right or wrong in the world's 
eye 5 for thai will not overlook aa 
imprudence that has perhaps no effen- 
tial ill in it, and which might appear 
more than allowable in the eyes of unex- 

perienced 



enced youth. Her Ladylhip has no 
of the imminent danger flie is ivu 
d R ■ ■■ fees it with the decpeft for- 
y yet forces his fpifits for fear of 
iping her's : a melancholy fituation 
fo tender and fenfible a heart as that 
ny dear Morvina^ youf ever unahfr- 
friend^ &c. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

I Should not have- fuffercd a whok 
week to elapfe without thanking my 
dear Morvinafor her very kind letter, had 

not the alarming ftatc of Lady R *% 

health jrendered it abTolutely impolTiblt 
for me to leave her ten minutes at a 
time: but thank heaven it has ended 
happy beyond our nioft Canguinc expec- 
tations, by the burfting of an abfcefs, 
which had formed on her lungs, and 
caufed all her complaints. The bag and 
all came up. The phyficians agree fhe 
will be as perfectly well as ever fhe was> 
as there is not the leaft probability of 
its gathering again ; but they hold it ad- 

vvfeahle 
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v!feable wc ihould go into the country to^ 
luorrow to erijpy frefli air and quiet : be- 
sides, her Ladyfhip is to drink fgoat*» 
whey ; that is, th^ think, preferable to 
afles-milk : partial as you know I am 
to afles^ I am obliged to give them up* 
My dear heavenly friend has lent us the 
houfe in the country which belonged to 
the poor Princefs her mother ; fo here we 
Ihall find every thing needful for fick and 

well : and Lord R has invited Bo- 

naria to ftay with us as long as his affairs 
will allow him ; therefore I have an idea 
we fliall all come over together at lafl:, 
I fliould (to own my inmofl: thoughts to 
you) have been as well pleafed this invi- 
tation had not been accepted, I fancy 
he owes it to poor Lady R , who ad- 
mires him much, and wifhes I would do 
ib too. Her partiality to me could not 

tvfe 



rife higher had I been born her neareft 
relation, in what fhe thought, and indeed 
what we all thought her dying moments i 
Ihe intrcated her lord would give mc 
her jewels, and every other valuable 
fhe poffeiTed, and make me heir to her 
eftate and hojufes after him,' afluring 
him at the fame time, had fate been fo 
cruel as to allot her to furvive him, I 
fliould have been fure of them. I . go 

this evening to the Duchefs of M \ 

to take leave for fomc little time of our 
friends, which I fhould do with infinite 
reluftance was I going from them. on 
any other occaGon. But furely no gra- 
tification can exceed that of making 
others happy, and repaying^by every little 
^ fervice in our power, the obligations of af- 
. feftion, &c. we owe them. When I get 
into the c6untry,J have a pretty ftory or 

twoJ 
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two of fome mins of my acquaintance 
I Ihall give you- We (hall be very near 
.neighbours to the new married pair, 
who I hear are fo enamoured with the 
country,, or each other, they do not in- 
tend returning to Paris fome time yet. 
Whatmyfriendhas told me of ihe Count 

de (and her judgmenl is too good 

and liable to be led away by whim or 
partiality) makes me think the Countefs, 
with all the beauty fhe has, and all the 
merit that is generally allowed her, for- 
tunate in meeting with fuch a man. 
Never (I intreat you, my dear Morvina) 
name / more : truft me, he is not 

worth it : that I have not the leaft tendre 
left towards him,.believe me. I can fee, or 
hear o^ him with the moft perfed indifFe- 
rence j but feel alhamed I ever felt more for 
him,confequently blulh atyourmentioning 



liim-, it feems an upbraiding mebf tt\j 
former wcakncfs, into which I never can 
relapfe, I give you my fcrious word. I 
ever was, and hope I ever fhall be, tardy 
in crediting ,difadi>'antageous reports of 
thofe I love 5 bnt when they aie clearly 
true, nothing left to hang a doubt upon, 
my opinion changed from convi(3:ion,no 
power on earth can alter it. Yet all 

the malice I bear him is to forgive him. 

J- 

May he live and deal with others better. 
What a wretch the Chevalier B— js 

to keep Lady B in England niere- 

ly to plague her, and all who love her, 
for he is never with her 5 at leaft live* 
moft of his timt with that low miferable 
woman he keep$, or rather ftarves, for I 
much doubt he can find in his heart to 
give her anything above a beef-fteakoncc 
a week. Adieu my dear, bejiieve raeever 
yours, &c. LET- 
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LET T E R XXX, 



EIRST, mydearMorvina, I mqft tell 
you wc arrived fafe, well, and in fpi- 
rits, at this beautiful caftlc, which I have 
already in part defcribed to you, and 
ftiall defer what more I may have to fay 
of it to a future letter, that I may have 
room to tell you in this what a delightful 
evening I fpent at Madame the Duchefs 
of M— — 's. Lady R-— - ftayed at 
home, in order to fave her fpirits for her 
journey of this day ; and the Duchefs of 
C— did me the honour to call oii me, 

^d carry nie to the Duchefs of M— ~'s. 

ere was a filler of the Frincefs of 

*-, confortof theChcvalicrS— — , 

L. II. E \*\tfi 
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who had been fome time of the Duchcfs*s 
coterie, but never in Paris fince I have 
been here, therefore quite new to me. 
She is very handfome, fenfible, and plea- 
fing -, but nothing, they tell me, if com- 
pared to her fifter. We got together a$ 
if by inftindl:, commenced a converfation 
which feemed grateful to both. She is 
mod lavifh in herpraifes of bim. Taevery 
great and good qualify, 0ie fay3, he joiiw 
fuch a difpofition as hardly can be 
cquaHcdj that on earth there never ex- 
ifted a more happy being than the Prin* 
cefs i th^t her heart tenderly loves him, 
whom h,er judgment muft admire, nay» 
adore. She wifhed nae much to fqe 
them y but not more than I wifli it my- 
fdfi htut >yith Lord ^d Lady R-r — - 
you know that cannot be, fo ftrangcly ' 
bigoted are they to party, and it is top 

far 
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jfet for me tq attempt goiftg without 
thdiii \ otherwife I have much caule to 
believe I (hould ndt be ill received at 
their C-^-^— , which I bear is extremely 
elegant, though confined more than he 
'wrfhes it j for he may truly fay, with 
our Elizabeth, he has the heart of a 
King, &c. How neceflary an heart is 
I know not; but furel am, herfpirit is 
ifcblblutely neceflary to govern the Eng» 
lift, whofe levelling, turbulent Ipirits fb 
t>ften carry them Out bfiihemfclves. I 
pity our prefent King exceedingly, to 
be perpetually worried by your city bulls 
and bears* "We had a new man intro- 
duced laft night ; a coufm of ourSi the 
I]>uke dc B ' . NothiAg can be more 
ftrlkihgly poiite or parvenant than his 
mahners I his perfon graceful and all 
you could wifh j he feems to have good 
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parts, great quickncfs, fays lively things 
in abundance without knowing it: in 

Ihort, his isjbeer wit. Madame de 

would have introduced him to me^ but 
I declined it till our return^ if we fhould 
make any long fejour at. Paris 5 then I 
fhall be nuich pleafed, I dare fay^ with 
his acquaintance. 

Dinner called me from you; but I 
am now returned to tell you we all eat 
like city aldermen and their wives on a 
lord mayor*s day ; a pretty delicate.fi- 
mile that, it is well I thought not of it be- 
fore dinner, it might have dcftroyed my 
appetite, for you know the averfion I 
have to greafe. Bonaria I forgot 5 he 
eat little, and looks wretchedly. Vanity 
apart, I dread his relapfingintp his for- 
mer paflion i but I will think with Se- 

neca> 
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lYcca, ** thofe m^n are void of reafon who 
** make diftant evils appear prefent by 
refleftion," and flatter myfelf I Ihall ne- 
v-cr lolc the friend I love and value in 
the lover I cannot like, confequcntly 
muft avoid. Did I ever tell you Lady 

R fince her recovery has made mc 

a prefent of a very fine pair of brilliant 
car-rings, and a diamond necklace,which 
pulls to pieced and makes into an hun- 
dred different things. Lord R left 

yefterday morning on my toilet a very 
pretty mignon gold fillagree pocket- 
book \ its contents a thoufand pound 
bank note, to pay my Paris bills. The 
manner in which they both bcftow their 
favours, valuable as they really are, en* 
hances them greatly to a noble, a gene- 
rous mind j for there is fuch a thing as 
knocking you down, crushing you with 
E 3 favours- 
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favours. The Count and Countefs din 
with us to morrow, after the Englif 
faftiion J for fupper is the great mei 
here^ ajid every where the goiit of yot 
affedlionatc filler ai>d unalterable friend 
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LETTER XXXI. 



I Am more than ever charmed with 
the new married pair ^ neither can I de< 
termine in my own mind which to give 
the prefcreocc to. We fpcnd the whole 
day wittithem to-nmrrow ; go a hunting 
in a foreft near their chateau. You 
know the mode of hunting in this coun* 
try, therefore will not be aftonilhed wi 
join in it, Now for the ftoryof one of 
my poor nunsi She is defccnded from 

one of the younger branches of the N 

family^ was fern over Jbere^ at the age of 

feven years, to be edticated. She gave 

very earjy marks of a good heart and 

' temper i her parts were what may be 

E 4 juftly 
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juftly termed fhining. She was an onljr | 
daughter ; no wonder her mother wiftied '\ 
for her return. When (he was fixteen ^ 
years old, her father and mother came to ' 
fetch her over to England ; but were 
defirous fhe (hould fee the French court, 
and be introduced into thegrande monde 
before Ihe left Paris. She was generally 
iidmired : her perfon is of that kind 
Avhich often pleafcs more than beauty-, 
the truly engageante. She had mahy 
adorers amongft the firft young men of 
the court ; but one only had power to 
make the Itealleft impreffion on the 
heart of Orinda (for fo fhe was calle<3*) 
This happy (or more properly fpeak- 
ing ill fated) young man was the Count 
de T-^ — -., whofc mother was left guar* 
dian to him by the moft afFedionate fa- 
ther, but too indulgent hufband i 

whence 



whence this poor young man became al- 
moft totally dependant on her, tho* born 
to expeft a large fortune. The very 
fcanty pittance (he allowed him from the 
death of the Count his father, left him 
little to hope from her generofity ; how- 
ever, fie could hardly fuppofe her fo loft 
to all feelings of humanity, as to oppofe a., 
connection on which his future happi- 
nefs depended, and where there could 
be no fort of objeftion j therefore, with- 
out confulting her, attached himfelf to 
the amiable Orinda, whofe heart was too 
fufceptible of the tender paffion^ not to^ 
render juftice to his* Her foul was deli- 
cate as it was tender, and Ihe had many 
ftruggles between mocJefty, duty, and af- 
fedion, ere Che could, bring herfclf to' 
make the difcovery (he felt (he owed her' 
mother, before her pa(fion was irremediw 
E s ably 
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ably rooted^ Madame H— ^p-^ told her 
huiband ; ea^h received it as they ought, 
and begged the Count would not delay 
acquainting the Count^fs his nK>iher 
n^ith th^ whole af&ir ; fince without her 
lanftiontbcy could nofe iti honour' to 
thenilelves ami. their daughter, admit of 
bis vifits : with tiaty they would do all 
the'Countefe could or would defire to- 
wards the happy eftabliibment o£ her 
Ladyihip's fpnand their daHghter^whoib 
blood and mqrii they flattered therftfelves 
were inferiOT to none. Thie Gooat &&n 
on the wing of paflion, oot doubting tho 
Countefc would give her confent to hia 
marriage with Mademoifelle H— — ^ 
though he much feared fhe would ad ra-r 
ther j^abbilyk) regard to icttlements* 
&c. buta^tbatMrouldo5eda.ybe i« his^ 
power to aoiftfid) it gave him littk pm^ 

But 
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But what was his fvirprize) whea the rtiQ- 
mcnt he let the Countefs into the caufc of 
his vifit, fee burft into a rage that ex- 
ceeds all defcriptioHj bid him leave her 
that inftant, never enter the hotel do- 
T while her ejres were open. The^ 

mifcry he fi^ftained^ the dilemma this! 
plunged him into was ioftipportable. :. h^j 
thought he ought, and wiflied t0 returns 
to the miftrefs of his heart j but how 
was it pjofliye for him tp tcU her the rt-j 
fultof hisyifar; in what light eould he 
put the Cociatels'& horrid behaviqur^ 
what tevn^a coirid he find to exprefs the 
iiikftaiice ^f what Qxq {ajd^ thafi would 
not foiind i^ the highell degree o&^&v^ 
tt) a lefe delic^tfc cat than OriEkJa^ of 

Madame H -^s : in &ert» he couli 

IKM hope, that howievdr little fiiarc pecu- 

niaryi vte^s Rad' in the* ctohftrit hie fe»* thi 

£ 6 honoor 
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honour' to obtain fron^ Mr. and Madame 
H^ r they could be brought to over- 
look fuch an outrageous afFront to their 
daughter, ' to thennfelves, &c. or that 
the fmallcft gleam of happincfs remained 
for him on earth* His mother's inflexi- 
bility of temper he was too well ac- 
quainted with, to hope a -change. , Mr* 
H—— 's fpirit would never pardon fuch 
an infult, offered to what he deemed the 
bftft blood in England, confequently ne- 
ver fuflfer his daughter to fee him more ; 

perhaps marry her to the Duke of D \ 

» young EngUfliman of great fortune, as 
well as rank, who had payed his dou- 
ceurs there fome time. Agitated with 
every apprehenfipn, every horror, every 
agony the human heart is capable of 
feeling, he flew home, wrot^ a fhort but 
paUaetic and tender epiftle to Mrs. H-r^ 

entreated 
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untreated flic would comfort the divine 
Orinda underthc forrows he feared his 
ill-ftarred dcftiny would caufe her; but 
found it was impoffible for him to live 
without her, as it was for him to defire 
Ihe ihould form a connedion fo unwor- 
thy of her. His latcft breath, he faid, 
Ihould be offered in oraifons for her wel- 
fare, her happinefs here, and that they 
might meet in thofe regions, where blifs, 
&c. did not depend up6n the capricious 
will of mortals. His faithful Piere, who 
had lived in his fervice almoft from his 
childhood, carried this melancholy epif- 
tlej on his return he had the mortification 
tp find his mafter fled, and fled he knew 
not whither : all he could learn from 

the reft of the fervants was, that a few 

--.■.■ ' >. . ♦ 

minutes after he had difpatchcd bimy he 
went out on foot, with his fword on, and 

a brace 



I 



1 

sibraceof piftoUi after he hdd walked^ j 
fome paces from the door, he turned 
back again, and ordered his Swifs to telL 
Piere to wait his return in his chamber; 
but alaa ! that was impoifible, and Piere, 
for the firft time in his life, ventured ta 
difobey the mafter he loved nMir than* 
life. He. and the honeft Swifs run from 
ftreet to ftreetj from houfe to houfe, but 
not a word of intelligence could they, 
gain relative to the Count/ On rfieir m*^ 
turn home they found a meflenger from 
him, who had waited fome time with a 
note for Piere, and a letter which he was 
to carry dircftly to Madame H— ~% 
and bring her anfwer as early as he.cquld 
in the morning to the Count at Argen- 
te\jiU Flerc rejoiced to find his mafter 
ftill lived, \trent to Mr, H- — 's in fuch 
ipixics as revived Madjme H . % 

w'hicE 
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which had fimk into the very loweft ftatd 
of deje&ioR, and remained ih it from 
the BBoment flie bad read the Goumt^s 
firft letter, until the entrance of Piere, 
whofe countenance (he deemed prophetic 
of fome good ; buton opening her letter, 
Ihe found it mochlefs fo than (he had flat- 
tered herfelf ; though to know^ he was 
alive, was in her then fituation, mfinite 
happinefs ; and fhe could not help ex- 
tolling her own prudence, in nor having 
difclofed the caufe of her difcontent even 
to Mr. H ■ She feared it might 

alarm his pridef, and awaken a refentment, 
which muft end fatally to either him of 
the Count. To poor Orinda (he feared 
it would have been in(tant death, or what 
is a thoufand times more dreadful, loii 
of reafoiTj for (he could conftrue his 
fir(t letter no other wife than that he meant 

to 
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to put an end to his cxiftence, crc the 
meffenger returned. The laft was more 
explicit, and told her he had that morn- 
ing embraced a religious life, renounced 
the world, its miferies, its vanities, and 
removed from the eyes of the amiable 
and lovely Orinda, an objeft which could 
no longer give her ideas of happinefs, and 
who be determined Ihould never remain 
in the world, either as anobftacle to her 
pleafure or her fortune. What was odd 
enough, he entered into the very houfe 
which once concealed the fo much famed 
Abelard from worldly contempt, and 
rendered him fo amply worthy of eternal 
happinefs, Mrs. H-— — faw no reafon 
to conceal the contents of this letter, or 
the caufe of it, from either her hufband 
or. daughter, but deemed it proper to 
confultit/w how,, when, and where they 

Ihould 
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fhould break it to poor Orind^, fen^bly* 
feeling the flipck it wouki give her, who 
waswholly unacquainted with all that Had 
paffed between him ^nd the Countefs hU 
mot^ier, whofc heart was (if. ; it had ever 
been othcrwife) grown callous to every 
feeling of humanity. The moft refpeft* 
ful though palTidnate letter from her fon, 
codd not force Its ^ytyintait, v and when 
ihe heard he had tak^n, ho}y orders, (he 
faid he could not, have done better ; he 
was more calculated for a cloiftcr than a 
court', that his war ni enthufiaftic fpirit 
would work him up to the higheft de- 
gree of imaginary felicity where h^ thea 
was, which in the world lay him liable to 
much mifery, by reilflering him the 
dupe of every new face he faw j and fince 
it is an allowed maxim, that violent pafi 
fions are the leaft' durable, faid Ihe, I 

think 
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think the girl is bound to pray for m^.— 
But enough of this brute ; we have too 
many examples walking perpetually be- 
fore ouf eyes, to heed paint them. Mr. 
^ndMrs'.H-^— agreed it was beft to 
ftay at home that evemiig« and bredk the 
affair to Orinda) fincie it was impoffible» 
if fhe wentout^ Ihe could efcape hearing 
ef \tk Nothing crer made mdre edat. 
The, Count, , admired and beloved as he 
was; by tlie whol6 court, taking fb un- 
common a ftep, caufed not only univer- 
h\ furprize, but forrow ; very few knew 
the r^al caufc of it, and fevery one at 
figncd that which ftru6k itf J ideas ks pro- 
bable. Mrs. H weht into Orinda's 

apartment, in order to bring her into het 
father's library, and found her bathed in 
tears. My dear child, faid^^ what can 
caufe this diftrcfs ? Oh, my dearmadam, 

replied 
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replied Orinda^ you know it but too 
well. Pardon my weakncfs, and not 
only permit mc, hut animate me to fol- 
low the example the moft worthy, the 
bcfrof menhas fct me; lu&r me, ia* 
ftead of returning to England, to roturii 
to St. Cy r, md uke the veiL To ice me 
wretched,! well know,willrenderboth you 
and my father completely £i> : to know 
lam not only eafy, but Happy, ferthatil 
make no doubt I ihall be, as foon as die 
force of my forfX)ws are enough abated 
to leave me leifure to reflect I am capable 
of infinitely greater, mojfQ exalted felicity 
thanthisgcw-gaw world can givciand in the 
road to obtain that happineii I was born 
for: my dear madam, continued (he, 
ufe your influence with my father to ob-» 
tain this wifhed-for boon, the only one 1 
(hall ever crave, and the only means of 

icndering 
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rendering life ftipportable. I may fee 
you often, and you will, I hope and be- 
lieve, have caufe from the blefled change 
it will work in me, to rejoice in the fuf- 
fering of this prefent moment. Mr. 
H *s fears fuggefted to his imagina- 
tions very thing dreadful, and he could 
no longer wait Mrs. H-^ — *s return, but 
flew iipi ilairs to Orinda*s apartment. 
She.inftantly fell on hqr knees,^ and ear*^ 
n€&\j intrcated he would let her return 
to the convent. He anfwered but with 
tears, and liilened! with patience and at- 
tention to all her naopher and Ihe could 
lay I knowing of how little ufe it would 
be to attempt to diffuade her from the 
only eligible plan which prefented itfclf 
to the wretched Orinda*s ideas at that 
time. He confented flie fhould go to 
St. Cyr, upon giving him her moft fa- 

cred 



J 
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cred and folemn word fhe would not 
profefs for the fpace of two whole years, 
from the day fhe entered the convent, 
and that her mother and himfelf (hould 
be prefent (pkafe God they lived fo 
long) at the ceremony : that they fhould 
fee her often in the interim, offer their 
arguments againfl her taking the veil, 
and know her unbiafTed fentiments from 
time to time. If at the end of that pe- 
riod fhe continued fleady to her purpof^ 
be and her mother would refign her to 
the will of - Heaven ; that difpaffionatc 
cool refledion might fhew her the fitua- 
tion 'which then appeared infupportablc 
to her, in a very different light ; and it was 
more than probablefhe would feel uneafy 
hankerings after the world (he Tiadunwd- 
rily renounced, when it was too late. She 
afTured him that never could happen; 

and 
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nnd that flic was loo fenfible of tlic ten- 
der indulgence he and her mother 
(hewed on an occafion moft parents 
would have anfwered with upbraidings, 
and made ufe of the authority they un- 
doubtedly had over a child to force her 
into the world, regardlcfs bf the wretch* 
tdnefs fhe had to fuftain in it, to wiih for 
more than they thought fit to grant. 
To fee them muft add to her happinefs 
in every ftation ; they might venture to 
depend on her dealing with the ingenuity 
they required^ and had every right, to 
»€xpecb from her. Should fhe^ feel any 
wifh to return into the world, at the ex* 
piration of the time allowed, fhe would 
not conceal it from them, or hefitate a 
-moment about leaving the convent, to 
which- ihc hoped they would fiifitr her 
to retire immediately* j her brother's re* 

turp I 

J 
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:urn would more dian tn^ke^i^p to thtv^ 
;he lofs of a daughter, . whofip fo% h^d 
rendered her a plague both to them and 
herfelf. Here tears, fi^^ and kmen« 
tatipns of every fort ftoppcd all mtcr* 
gourfe of words between them ibr fomc 
time. At ImtQth Mr. H— p— faid Ihc 
fliould go early the neict day^ if ihcr mo» 
thee af^oved of it, yfAto^ anfweitd in 
^affirmative^ Tliey thcai feparated 
^Jupper^ wiiich was ordered in <Mrs% 
H^^^r-^^drtfling^room, on.Ori^d'sao- 
coant, andno fervants to wait, fave an 
old gmom of the chamber, who had 
been bbjd up in the Bufee^ Mr, M'»*-~'6 
grandfather's family, and^ who adored 
eveiy branch of it. Hisf heart^as^ iSM 
full not to find vent at his eyes, and h* 
was- barely able to fee, fon tears, tol)ring 
what they called for. Supper was- foon 

over. 
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over,* and as foon iafter as poffible they 
all retired to tlieir apartments, with lit- 
tle profpcft of reft. Orinda wouM have 
been much more compofed, had fhe 
not been witnefs to the forrows of thofe 
who' were moft defcrvedly dear to her, 
and alas ! the unhappy caufe of them 
alL But to fliorten my narrative, be- 
hold them arrived at St. Cyr by dawn of 
3ay ; the parting, though but for a few 
days, dreadful beyond imagination You 
willwonder, fo near as they were, they 
ihould not fee Orinda every day^ but as 
young Mr. H — r— was then on his re* 
turn from Rome^Mr. and Mrs. H 
determined to go to meet him, believ- 
ing it would a little amufe their thoughts, 
and; be nri^ch better^that he fhpuld koow 
the melanqhojy event before he got to 
J^aris* They fet out that day, with very f 

few 
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icw attendants^ none who were to ajN' 
preach them, but the old man I have al^ 
ready mentioned, and Mrs. H » i *s 
woman. They met their fon the third 
day, who faw fome heavy weight op* 
prefled their minds, before they related 
the caufe of it. He bore'a large part in 
all they fuffbred, yet thought it much ea- 
fier to remove' melancholy by diverting, 
than indulging of it, and pcrfuaded 
them to return with him to Rome, where 
a certain marriage was foon to be cele* 
brated, of which they would not be in- 
xKfFerent fpeftators. They took hii 
counfcl, and got to Rome juft time 
enough to join — — *s train ; they 
ftayed to pay their devoirs, were well re-^ 
ceived at his cour^, having very par- 
ticular honours fhewn them, Orinda*s 
ftory had reached his Holinefs before 
Vol. II. F Mr, 
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Mr. H^-*^^4cft 'Rome ; k tobi: miD^ 
pains to reconcile Mr.^and Mrs. H^«»i4--» 
t6 the wHl of providence, as liis Holi- 
ne& calkd it. The e0^£b it h^ m 
them is what ^(^i^ and Joan iil conceive* 
On their recum to Paris, they went to St. 
Cyrwith pleafanter afpeds than wfaeothey 
left it ; faid infinitely lefs than ppor filter 
Louife (for fo Ihe was called) e?p,c(5ted. 
As ftie knew nothiog of the converfations 
they had had with his Holinefs, Ihe attri- 
•buted this happy change to the joy they 
had in her brother. He i«nd^cd wifbed 
to dilTuade her from a plan that t^ k^ 
wore the appearance of a diftempered 
brain \ but he found in her^ it had its 
fourcein cool, well digefted reflexion, 
therefore gave up the point.. He not 
only felt for his fifter, but the poor 
Count, wlio had been one of his moft 

intimate. 
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Ilitim4tte> earlieft friends. He vrtM 10 
Argeiiteuil, implored (but i« vain) that 
he might fee him* The Cpunt had en- 
tered into that fevere order which pro- 
hibits its votaries all intercourfe with 
mortals, fa ve once a year 5 however, with 
leave of his fuperior, he wrote young 
Mr. H— the following note. 

Attext)pt not, my friend, the brother 
of the happy Louife, to difturb that re- 
pofe the world has neither power to give 
or take away. Truft me, one fingle. mo* 
mentis tranquillity I now experience, 
overpays the \ok of a thoufand fuch 
worlds as that we have quitted. Make 
no further effort to rob your filler of 
eternal glory •, let her run the race that is 
fct before her, &:c. To believers the 
way is pleafant, and the end everlafting 
Fa peace. 
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peace. May the light fo Ihine on you 
all, as to direft your feet into its paths. 
Thus prays your friend, Jeropie. 

The above, with what the Pope had 
before faid, wrought fo thorough a 
change in the minds of Mr. and Mrs. 

H •, as to make them enough fatif- 

fied with the part Orinda had chofen, to 
renounce all thoughts, all endeavours, 
for the future, to work a change in her 
inclination. Notwithftandingthey vifited 
her frequently, they had the pleafure to 
find her more and more fatisficd with her ./ 
fituation each time theyfaw her^ fee was 
determined however not to take the vril 
till the expiration of the time allotted by 
Mr. H " , for fear it might ever be 

imagined fee hid paflion under the maft 
of religion, andretired>morefrona adif;/ 



guft to the world, cauftd by the difap- 
pointmcnt fhe had met with, than a 
right and fcrious turn of , mind. It was 
iba^ ftroke of fortune, Ihe at firft deem- 
ed Angularly fevere, made her look into 
herfelf^ fhe has often owned to me; but 
to the fame benign providence that mer- 
cifully threw that bitter drop into her 
cup, to awaken in her a true ftnfe of re- 
ligipn, (he owed her pcrfeverance in it, 
«nd the pcrfeft tranquillity (he then en- 
joyed. To return to Nbs. H ■ > 
her hu(barid and fon ; they were pretty 
well reconciled to their lot 5 were obliged 
to go to England, to take pofftBion of a 
very good eftate left to Mrs. H 
by a brother. They went to take leave 
of their dear Orinda, which caufed fomc 
tears, fome tender fenfations on ail fidtfs-s 
but that grief was tranfitory ; they cor- 
F 3 rcCigotvAR^i. 
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nfpondtd regularly^ Mr. and Misl 

H did not return to France titt 

the cxpirafion of the two years. They 
couH not forbear wifhing and endca<» 
Youring to prevent their daughter taking 
the veil -^ bu;t vain were all thetr efforts ; 
the univerfe could not have tempted her 
to-renounce her prefent happineft, nnuch 
Icfi /i>^/ ftie fa w before her; therefor^ 
ten days after their arrival at Paris, iht 
wa&profe0ed» witb aU pofiibk form and 
cercmoayi is now themoft agretable, 
chcerful> contented being urtder the fiin, 
though this is the tbird year, fince fhc 
profeffed. The Count fte hears of but 
once a year. "^ The at>niverfary of the day 
he entered the cloifter, he writes a very 
ihort lettcf , exhorting fitter Louifa ever 
U> bear in mind the peculiar nsercics of 
jprQYidcacej, ia rcfcuing them both from 

- the 



the fo^es of Satan, the perUi and vanft 
ties of this wicfced world, by vouchfa- 
fingta caU tkeno (though through the 
thorny paths of worldly delights) to joia 
his ek£t faiats^ blefied for evea Vihcn 
ihebeguaher flory, I never doubted the 
Count with his fword and brace of pif^ 
t(ds ha4 Allied out to fliopt hipifclf, or 
(if bis. fire failed) fall on his fword^ 
a rAngl^fe« How fliocking is it to hear 
as we perpetually do in England^ of thofe 
direadful cataftrophes. What a blefling 
WfiuMitbe^ my dear Mdrv'tna, if there 
were receptacles for the wretched of both 
fcxes,fuch refpeftableafylums as religious 
houfcs, and I confefs I fee nothing in 
them repugnant to our way of worfhip, 
which I muft ever hold preferable to any 
other I have yctfeen. The legiflature 
might limit thefe houfcs lo a certain 
F 4 number. 
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Ijumbcr, &c. but I>ow idle am I to ftray 
fo far out of my province, as to pretend 
«d give laws to nations.^ You know Mr. 
H ' , the foR, is married to one of 

the richeft heirel&s in England, atid as 
thoroughly unhappy 39^ any perfon in itt 
and that is a bold word, let me tell you. 
With my ftory I fhall finifti my Ictten 
v^^hen I have defired I may. hear from 
your very fooh, LadyR ■ finds 

hcrfelf fo w<U recovered as tb talk of re* 
turning to Paris (bortly. Adieu ! God 
blefsyou; yours moft fincerely and af- 
feftionately. •? 
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LETTER XXXIL 

WE Ipent the pleafanteft day witlv 
the Count and Countefi that you can 
imagine, my dear Morvina ; came home 
fo late laft night, I am but juft up, tho' 
the clock has. ftruck one;, but Lady 
R— — IS too. welll bred to defire I 
ihould rife to breakfaft, or alter my me- 
thod o£ living,, becaufe lani in her houfe^. 
She fays what my father ufed to tell, us^ 
very early, that the obligation is from, 
you to your compiany, not from them to 
you y t^iat you are indifpenfibly bound 
by the laws of honour, hofpitality,. and 
gpod, manners, to render your, houfca^ 
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agreeable and cafy as. poffible to all your ^ 
friends and acquaintance^ Indeed (he | 
pra£bices» as is dkU what fhe preaches. 
But to give you feme account of our en- 
tertainment i we drove through moft 
delightful avenue^^ the whole way froni 
this place to the Count*^Sy which is a 
magnificent old caftlCy faid to be built 
by the famous conftable Montmorency, 
by way of villa> whea he chofe to retire^ 
and defended to the prefent poflfeflbr ib 
right of a female of that houfe marryin'g 
into his. Be that as it may^ it is a charm- 
ing place, and they who own it ai?e wor- 
thy of every thing. The gallery atid fa- - 
ioon sfre fuperb ; fom'c good paintirrgs;: 
the furniture, tho' bld> ftifl has an air of 
magnificence.. An a:unt of the Count's 
is now with them •, came to receive the 
Countefs i andis one of the moft agree 

able 
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afele women I ever met with ; has all the 
dignity of the laft age, with the chearfuN 
nefs of this ; the Countefs is fo^charmed 
with her, fhe dreads to hear of her go- 
ing to Paris, where fhc means, and in- 
deed muft go, long before them, as (he 
belongs to the court, to which lh« is ftill 
an ornament, and where fhe has lived 
fince the age of eighteen, with' an nn* 
btemiflied reputation, aotwithftanding 
the extraordinary fliare of beauty, ^s 
weH as wit, fhe pofieiftd muft have ex* 
cksd much envy in the won^en, as wdl 
«$ Ipve ia the tx^^n. This {)rov€s (wh^t 
I have Ojften advanced) it depends upon 
ourltjyes to baffle flander, by a proper 
CQn^uft, ari§ngfrom a droiture of he^rt : 
for Hothiqg is more qertain, than th^t 
r^uth, fpoi^r or later, will fofce tqxi" 
virion, andiiknce cal\imny, though cle-» 
cprated with the fpecious pretence of in* 
F ^ nocencc 
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nocence and love of virtue. So muclr 
for Madame de Boneaur. When, we ar- 
rived at the Count's, be and the Coua- 
tefs met us at the door of the faloon, 
whence we were led into an anti-cham- 
ber, from thence into the Countcfs's 
drefling-room, which is indeed truly ele- 
gant, hung with immenfe fine tapeftry, 
though not in the modera ftile'*, the 
chairs, fophas, window, and door cw;- 
tainsjof the moft fuperb gold ftufF; a 
very fine chimney-piece of ftatuary mar- 
ble, fupported by Cupid on one fide, 
and Hymen ori the other, very finely 
carved, as is the upper part of the chim- 
ney-piece, and inlaid with the fineft por- 
phyry. The floor is cedar, inlaid 
with ivory, fmall Mofait r withia this is 
a fmalllibrary which beats all defcription-, 
it is wainfcotted and floored with cedar^ 

the 
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the waiufcot and. bookcafes finely carved;, 
the pannels (mall ; in the middle of eacb 
hung a drawing of fome great genius, ia* 
the drefs of the time and country he li- 
ved : amongft them were Shakefpeare,. , 
Milton, &c. They have carried, us down 
to the reign df queen Anne,, which majr 
jyftly be termed the golden age of let- 
ters in England. There was befidcs ai 
thoufand curious things,, were I to men- 
tion, would fill a pretty large volume*. 
But I cannot pafs over in filcnce a ftrong; 
box, too beautiful to forbear wifliing for.- 
it is of the fined old gold japan 5 lock,, 
hinges, handles, and many other orna- 
ments^ gold; and /iicb a key, zs would 
require fome ft rength to carry. After 
regaling ourfehres with ice, fruit, lemon- 
aid, orgeat^ &c. we fallied out m opea 
carriages of various forts, to this extra- 
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^rdHtizty hunt 5 the ridkofoufhefs of 
which is beyond all cbnception, as well 
as the noife the whole company made. 
AH the accounts Lord R hat 

given us> of unc partie de la chafle, ' ou- 
tre as they appeared to us, do not I at 
fure you come up to k. A fliort time 
gave us enough of it, and I was heartily 
glad to return to the beautiful chateau 
I could never tire of. So foqn as we had 
recommoded our drefs, dinner was fervcd 
up 5 the firft courfe of fifteen covers, alt 
foups, except fome platps of bouilli. put 
in between the tureens j the fecond courfe, 
the fame number of diflies, confided of 
fifh and favory pies of every fort j the 
third courfe was roties of all kinds, and 
entremets made upr in all thirty covers 5 
then came the defert, ferved up^on the 
jBoft beautiful Ghantilly ware you ever 

beheld^ 
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hchdd^ t^at wd^ mftde up of frmr^^ 
jeakcsy auid kre, rf€v«ry diflfercm (ott inia* 
^nftble«— But no nvwe of caditg; £ 
^hoM tired y<m ta 4eatk ^rtftdy wuh ir» 
So fean its it yaw ov^^ we went ioco tbp 
dimwing^ccKam, whicli is ve^y &ie w- 
dfed, farty feet by five-aad-thirty^ bjfr 
twenty } the ceiling finely painted s tlie 
Jbory Mars and Rhea^ ^ hanging and 
whok &irnkuie of the i'ooni is wiiiie 
&mii^ etAbmySkrtd witk filks ^ thfe ftary 
^f the hanging is Paftor-Fidoi the cur- 
tains I did not iu)tice, but believe they^ 
ace only natitral flower;^ &C. Coffee 
over, we went into the ^Uery> where 
was mufic,. cards, &c. After that^ honae^ 
Lady R > was not sdlowed to be 

€Wt late at njghts,. therefore would not 
ftay fupper: flic would have had me 
:fl:ay,,butyoir n^y be fuce I would not 

purchafe 
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.pnrchafc pfeafure at the expence of gra- 
titude,, nay, every generous fentimenc; 
The Gounr, Cowtefs, and Madame de 
Boncaur, will come to us before we kavef^ 
this charming retreat, which I believe 
tea days will bring about. Should l^ady 
R -i " (as I beKeve and hope) be weH 
enough before we quit Paris for me to 
leave her a few days, I mean to fpend 
them at the convent with my eftimabte 
friend, and doubt not I ihall be able ta 
tefl you when we meet, they were the: 
moft fatisfadtory and pleafant of any I 
havcpaffedfince we left England; tho* 
I have had fiJtlc-caufe to complain of 
time hanging heavily ^ on my 'hands* 

Sanchonia has this inftant told me 

is at Paris *, but fince he cannot get into^ 
exit kty at leaft, while we ftay, it is of lit- 
tle eonfequence to, me^ unlels Lord R-^ 

lliauld 
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fhould hear he is tiere, and take it into . 
his head to be wonderfully civil to Him, 
on account of his connexion to our fa*- 
mily. I have charged Sanchonia not to 
mention his being at Paris for herliftv 
therefore I think it is hardly probable 
Lord R will ever hear of him^ 

One very great happinefs of this country 
is, you arc not liable^ to meet withpeo* 
pie you do not like, or vifit them asypik 
do in London. Our vifiting peopled 
doors for ever, ia the joke of all the 
world; and well it may-, fo inconfift* 
cnt is it with that charader of plain ho* 
ncfly, friendfhip, &c. we affume, and 
vainly affcft. To-morrow will, I hopcj^, 
bring me a letter from my dear Morvi- 
oa, whofe converfation is at all times and 
places neceffary towards making up the 
happinefs of her aflfeftionate filler. 

My 



I 
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My mother fcems to yfMttx me in Eng^ 
land. Thedefire I have to fee hora^ 
you, makc9 mc thit^ of it wkh j^kar 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXIIL 



THE Count and Countcfe hive thfe 
moment lefc tisibut not \^HhovK; ma^ 
jking me promiie to fpend fome time 

fwith thecct ngaeiLfnmmer^ i£ I «ome to this 
country, which they beth hope and be- 
lieve I will, I ieem fo truly plea&d with 
it« That I am fo is certsd% «Ki (hatt a^ 
wa^9 I^r^sr Paris toriLohdio^ grc. &r<> 
The Couiat ahd Couhtefi are. eytrtfaely 
mulkal V he exceb on the German flute^ 
flie on the piaaofone; they both fuig m 
the Italian taite ; play no other mufic: 
indeed the French mufic is horrid^ thp* 
wel^iard it in 'thehyieftpcrfeflion from 

Madanfie 
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Madame dc Boncaur ; flie fung us fevc- 
ral French fongs, and played upon the 
clavicorde : I played upon one of the 
fineft harpfichords lever touched, that 
belongs to my friend^ who plays divine* 
ly. I may make ufe of that epithet, 
fince fhe now plays and fings church 
xnuCc only.* To-^morrow we go to Paris> 
to the great difeontent of EoQ^ia, tho* 

he h2i5 TA gcucml- invitation to tke hmrf 

de k ■ > I have told hinr ■ ■ 
is at P^ris, as well as my reafons for 
iRrifliirigitfliould be^ fecrct from Lord 
R— —, which isfurc more than he had 
a r^ht to expedt : but with an extraordi- 
nary good underftanding, an uncommoa 
iharcof goodnefs, he has abfurdities^ 
but alas J my d*ar Morvina, who is 
exempt from follies? It is enough I 
hope to be free from faults. Lord R— 

jKa;^fr 
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ftays but ten days at Paris. I fhali write 
you a long letter from thence, and but 
one I believe. I (hall have much to emr 
ploy ' me for that fliort time, you will 
readily believe. Lord R is im- 

patient to gel into England. Two or 
threeof his boroughs are vacant, and he 
has not determined who to offer them to •, 
neither will he, till he has had an audi- 
ence ; for he holds our Englifli law, that 
kings can do no wrong, moft religioufly 
true, notwithftanding liis love of liberty. 
This founds enigmatical, I confefss but 
to explain it in as few words as poffiblc, 
he fays, thatfince our Htnry the Seventh 
threw the balance of power into the 
hands of the Comtmons, it is their fault 
: when any adminiftration encroaches up- 
cm the liberties of the people, or rather 
the fault of thepeoplefpr chooiing repre*^ 
2 fentatives 
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Iciirtatwfs ignCM^afit^f the laws ^f thcit 
tjountry, whofeavc no property of their 
owfl in it to guard, ^ leaft fo trifling a 
|)ropcrty,.that it is ia Aepowcr (rf every 
TOinifterto 4>uy them, -For great trar 
ding tewns^ he allows one of :t heir merch^ 
bcrs Ihould fee a tnerchant of property, 
.^mth a thorough knowledge of trade; 
'bat the reft ought to be chofea out ^ 
peopk t)f fiamily, landed property, and 
coO'lcqAJcnce in their refpedive coun- 
.ties-, not from the banks of the ,Qhio, 
i&C« and that the quaJi£cauon oji^t to 
be enoreafed as the value <)f naoney 
finks; and confidering the diffcrcDce 
•Aromthe tin^ that a^ iirft look .place 
fiiimh the prefcnt timi^h it fliouldbc dou- 
bled at ieaft. I agiiee Jidth; him entire- 
ly, but : njuch fear v(t {ball not meet 
•twitkenowofour opinion to nender it 

cf- 
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<ifibftua. ^However, I adire you ^Bt 
fyffcf^epoifcv of jom eharms to tn- 
fluencc th^ fquires againft tlie gencrd 
ekftion, and not think I am run politi- 
cally mad, becaufe a kintl of national, 
patriotic Ipirit wiHnow and then buoy 
Up in fpitc of me. The difagreeable fitu- 

ation our friend Mifs — 's good heart 

and friendly difpofition makes her fubmit 
to, grieves me exceedingly. She is too ro- 
mantic in her ideas of friendftiip : her life 
fliouldnot fall afacrifice to It. To expeft 
ddicacyandfentiment fhould awjiken the 
imalleft fpark of virtue, of gratitude, in 
the heart of a tyrannic profligate, is to 
live b. the clouds, and expe6t miracles to 

be wrought in our favour. I pity his 

■ . - L i ■ ' :] ■: ■ ■ ' • ■. ill 

wife ; but as, thank heaven, I am not 

wedded to tTie brute, I never will fub- 

jeft my feff to his' horrid temper andca* 

' ' 2 price. 
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price. He left France bpt a very fhort 
time before we c^tnc ber£\ gained the 
appellation of le Count de Belle Hu- 
meur, which I wonder at, fince fpite 
of his hypocrify, I think the rancour of 
his heart appears in his countenance, 
with a felf-fu^ciency that is intolerably 
difgufting. But it is the turn of the 
family ^ for he has in a convent in Paris 
the very counterpart of hini. Should 
ihe in fome whim (for fhe has a thoufand) 
take thfe veil, fome m^n will have a blef- 
fedefcape-, for fhe is not iU looking, 
and will have an immenfe fortune, there- 
fore in all probability be married, fhould 
fhe return into the world. Givfc my fin- 
€.ere love to Mifs — — — ; tell ^her Ihe 
has been too long loft to her friends, her 
family, and the world ; that I earneftly 
pray I may find her returned, to them 

all 
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all, on my arrival in England. I have 
tired your patience, my dear Morvina^ 
large as your portion of that virtue is, 
jDot to wear it out ; I will only entreat 
you to love and believe mc ever your 
friend. 

This moment Lady R tells mc 

we are to remain a fortnight or three 
weeks longer in this dear town 5 Lord 

R- finding by letters, an cxprefs to 

our ambaflador brought him, the elec* 
tions do not come on fo foon as he ima- 
gined ; and willing to indulge me, has 
put off his journey till the latter end of 
the month. Adieu, till the next cou** 
rier. 



yoL.IL G LET- 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

My dear Morvina, Pari»* 

THE fplcndor of this metropolis on 
every approach to it is amazing; its 
beauty wonderful. The public {hew$ 
aftonifhingly great. Thofe we have had 
on a late marriage were indeed fuperb : ' 
but you had fo particular, and withal fo 
juft an account of it in the public pa- 
pers, it would be abfurd to fay more, 
than that all you read was literally true. 
The retirement of one of thfe Mefdame3 
] does not make lefs noife : nobody can 
account for it 5 otherwifc than thaty!&^ 
quitted this world from a call to a bet- 
ter. She had always great good quali- 
ties. 
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tics, thctefpre furely docs not need the 
fcvcre penance ike excrcifes over her- 
felf; but of tirat/v muft be the beft 
Judge. We were at Court laft night i^ 
met all our French, and fome of ouf 
Englilh acquaintance tBere. I am tnu^li 
plcafed with the cafe of the French 
court : it is delightful : yet whether 
from prejudice^ or what I cannot fay, 
but in my opinion it wants the: grandeur 
of ours. Amongft the refl: of our ac- 
quaintance was Lord C — r-> and his 
coufin D — r— . They came up to us a$ 
foon as they could, for there was a migh* 
ty crowd. Lord R ■ , as I feared he 
would, alked them to dinner, a la mode 
des Angloife, as this day. Luckily they 
were engaged, and to-morrow I go 
to my dear coadjutrefs early in the 
morning, and ftay with h«F^t|ro or three 
G a nights,^ 
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nights. What a fortunate event. I 
' have been called from you to a^vifitor 
no body knew. Who could it be ? You 
."will wonder ; and will wonder ftill more 
when I tell you it was Lady B — -. 
The wife fervants, who could not re- 
member her name, were a Swifs porter 
and an Italian groom df the chamber, 

whom Lord R hired with the hotet 

and will leave in it. I breakfaft with her 
to-morrow at peep of day ; for (herifes 
you know with the lark, I carry her 
along with me to the convent, and intro- 
duce her to my friend. Lord R is 

in a moft violent fufs, that I will not 
ftay to dine with my countrymen. Lady 
R— — , who has infinite quicknefs, 
thinks it to the full as well as it is. I 
ftiall leave them to difpute it out. Ht 
i&too wclthred to wrangle with a lady, 

and 
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and too good a huiband to quarrel with 
his wife. Notwithftanding I love him 
extremely as an uncle, I would not be 
his wife for the univerfc 5 nor any man's 
wife J fuch repugnance do 1 feel to be 
controuled by a being who profeffes him- 
fclf your flave, and dances attendance 
until he has you in his power. Secure 
of tbaty hi from the fuppliant plays the 
haughty lord \ and if you feel k^ cries 
yorur temper is infupportable, imrhedi- 
ately looks out for fome femme com- 
mode, on whom he lavifties his fortune, 
rcgardlefe of your fufferings. This may 
not always be the cafe ^ but it fo fre* 
quently happens, I am amazed any wor 
man of condition will marry without ft 
very good pin-money. I know the men 
in general cry out violently againft thi* j 
fay it is declaring war bef<yc hand. Let 
G 3 them 



them not defcrve it, and I win venture 
to anfwer they will never feel the bad efr 
fefts of it. The cruel lot of the charm- 
ing woman who^has juft left me, and of 
the other I am going to in the morning, 
has put me out of humour with the 
whole race ojf mankind. Good night: 
I fliall now have more than ufual amufc* 
ment for you, and will write conftantljr 
from this place. Adieu ma chcrcji je 
voushaife la main, ^ 



LE T- 
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LETTER XXXV. 

My dear Morvina, ^Ycft'i!lryitm.^^*°" 

Lady B did not accompany 

me yefterday to this fwcct afylum, but I 
have been too welt entertained to regret 
even her. My eftimatle friend appeared 
more amiable than even I cannot for- 
bear telling her, it is cruel to exert all 
her powers of enchantment, when I am 
on tlie ^•;ink of leaving her, Not con- 
tent with that neither^ fhe introduced 
me to Madame ■ > whofe addrefe 

inftantly prejudiced me in her favour: 
but when (he enters into converfation, 
Ihc is charming beyond imagination. 
This lady has Seen in Paris ever fince our 
' ; G 4 arrival. 
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arrival, not having thrown off her weeds 
above fix weeks; / the greateft part of that 
time in the country ^ we never met, 
which was Angularly unlucky,' as I pafs 
fo much of my time with the coadjutrefsi 
and (he vifits at this houfe a young lady 
whom ftie intimately knew at the court 
of Peterfburg, a moft worthy, well-dif- 
pofed young woman^ but did not then 
feem of a turn to take the veiU Her 
father was a man of family of this 
country^ her mother^ Livonian of high 
ranky but very fmall fortune. He^ like^ 
all cadets of the noblefle in France; en- 
tered early into the fervice. bpon his 
* marriage with the above lady was per- 
fuaded to qoit this for the Rulfian fer^ 
vice, where the Livonians had enjoyed an 
extraordinary Ihare of favour. During 
the reign of the emprcfs Anne, a prefe- 
rence 
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rence was iever given to the young wo- 
men of Livonia, for maids of honour, 
&c. confequently the daughters of Ma- 
dame la Ch e, who was of the firft 

family in that country, were preferred to 
all others, and her hufband provided for 
accordingly. He was a very worthy 
man, but fo ftrongly infatuated with the 
mal du pais, as to rejeft fome of the 
grcatcft marriages in the empire, in point 
of fortune, for his daughters, from the 
total inability he felt in himfelf to get 
over their origin, and theperfuafion that 
every defccndant of bts muft feel the 
fame relu6tance, nay horror, at fuchun- 
natural conneftions. How erroneous, 
this idea of his was, a very fiiort fpace 
of time proved. Scarce was he cold ii¥ 
his grave (poor man) when his favouritr 
daughter married one of the lowelti moft: 
G 5 ca.i* 
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comcmptibic of what they call la Ruflra 
the new nobility^ whofe manners and 
merit never once belied his original. 
Our prefcnt fubjed: inherited her father's 
fpirit, retired with her mother mto Liyo^ 
fiia, and on Jber death, into this convent, 
though fhe had wherewithal to live in the 
world, arid the happinefs to be much et 
teemed in it* The largeft part of her 
fortune fhe has given to her eldeft bro» 
ther, lately married to a young lady of Li- 
vonia, who wanted nothing but the de- 
<juoy. By the help of ber gcnerofity,. 
they are enabled to fupport moft amply 
the dignity of that ancient and truly hot, 
pitable houfe which gave them to the 
world. A long digrclEon this. But to 
return to ray new acquaintance: my 
friend has fettled that we are to nieet 
every day-^ fo long as we ftay in Paris, 
a that 
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that we may renew our acquaintance, 
fens ccirettionie, \(^hen Madame comes 
to England. Sbefpcnds this day with 
us 5 is juft gone home to drcfs ; more 
than I can prevail on myfelf to do, until 
I have told you a very pretty, though 
melancholy tale; the knowledge of 
which 1 owe in fome meafure to thislady. 



The Story of Marcellus. 

His father, the Earl of , was one 

of the noblemen who followed the for- 
tunes of their unhappy monarch, James 
the Second, and went into Prance, leaving 
his lady far advanced in her pregnancy 
of our prefent fubjc6t. Soon as (he was 
in a fituation to. travel, ihe followed her 
lord, and took the child along with her, 
G 6 whofe 
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whofe beauty, when he grew upj was 
only equalled by that merit, wit, polite- 
nefs, and athoufand other perfections 
he pofleffcd, which failed not to render 
him the idol, the delight of all his ac- 
quaintance. So ibon as he arrived at 
the proper agc„ he entered into the armj* 
where he behaved confiftent with him- 
felf. One winter the regiment vfs^ 
quartered in Normandy ; he lodged at 
the houfe of an officer who had an only 
daughter,^ young, beautiful, and inge- 
nious ;, you will eafily divine the confc- 
quence of this acquaintance was firft a 
liking, then a love; on bisjSde fb violent 
and open, her father began to think his 
interpofition neceflary, and told my lord> 
withal the refpedl, the deference due 
from an inferior officer to his comman- 
der» all the warmth natural to an alarm- 
ed 
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td parent; however undefcrving 6h 
daughter might appear of the honour of 
being his wife, he thought her far above 
being his miftrefs; intreated his tordfhip 
to make no delay in removing from a fa- 
mily which had merited better from foVw^ 
than to render it wretched. Thus was 
Marcellus obliged to quit the houie; 
but he could not quit the mifery of his 
own mind ; the objeft of his paffion ever 
prefent to it, haunted him every where. 
Finding the young lady amply returned 
his love, to affurc ber of i&w faith, and 
fecure ber*Sy he propofed a mutual con- 
tradt between them, which was immedi- 
ately executed. This affair you may 
imagine could not pafs in filence. Lord 
- ' . , who was his colonel, and others of' 
his relations, informed his mother. Lady 
— — -, of the whole affair. She immedi* 



i 



( '34 ) 

lately ofdered him to return hotne ; ufed 
every argument, pcrfuafion,nay threat, to 
deter himfroma marriage Iheneverwould 
pardon, and which mud inevitably ruin 
the young woman he loved ; theZ?^, thd 
moft powerful of all her arguments. Yet 
he held out upwards of three years, 
young as he was, befieged on all fides, by 
a mother he loved, a family both he and 
all the world refpefted, and infinitely too 
high to brook his contaminating their 
blood by fuch an alliance. Over-pow- 
crcd at length by the tears and intrea^ 
ties of his mother, he yielded fo far, as 
to write a letter to the idol of his foul, 
conceived in the following terms : 

Whatever 7 fuffer, I cannot endure 
the bare idea of being an obfiacle to 
your fortune, your happinels. Sure as 

I am 



I am your charms have power to fecure 
you both, in fome man, lels the Iport of 
fortune, though not more truly, more 
tenderly yours. As the ftrongeft mark 
of my afFeftion, let me entreat you, chafe 
from your heart and memory a wretch 
whofe family are inexorable, determined 
never to receive an angel, unadorned 
with a long anceftral train. Short fight- 
ed, ill judging mortals. No more; re- 
ceive the contradt you generoufly be- 
ftowed, the choiceft boon I have to give> 
and return that of the 

Wretched Marcellus. 

The lady hiftantly complied with 
his requeft, in reftoring him his part of 
the contract, at the fame time aflfuring 
him, (he took it not with an intent to 
injure hin^^ whofe happincfs flic had ever 

preferred 
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preferred to her own, and moft linccre- 
ly wifhed he might meet it, in fotne more 
worthy choice. She did not long fur- 
vive her gcnerofity and his change, fal- 
ling into a confumption, fhe died within 
the yean The fliock fell fo heavily on 
the wretched mind of Marccllus, he ne- 
ver was able to recover his fpirits ; from 
the moit lively, he became the moft me- 
lancholy of mankind j though doomed 
to drag life on fome years after her, he 
never enjoyed it. The laft three monthi 
gf his miferable exiftence^ he fhut himr 
felf upfrom all comparjy, and died Qt\ 
fever, which had no appearance, no 
fymptoms of danger attending it. 

This ftory is litcraiiy true : might fur- 
nifli matter for a hnt ;ii.?/.* llov/n novel. 
Jaeft it fhould raeetlg fcycre a k% throw 

it 
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it into the fire, and in a poft or two & 
may perhaps have the honour of thrown 
ing another at your feet. Adieu> geo-^ 
tie Morvina. 



LETr 
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LETTER XXXVr. 



I muft leave this blefled retreat to- 
morrow, my dc*r Morvina, and the de- 
lightful fociety of mjr friend, and Ma- 
dame — , pleafing and inftruAive be- 
yond any thing I ever met with 5 they 
make me feel a thoufand times more re- 
gret at leaving Paris than I ever felt be- 
fore. Thefe ladies are capable of form- 
ing you for the world or a convent, for 
the court or the cottage. They have 
(hone in the firft, and are not only con- 
tent, but happy in the latter-, never 
having fwerved from that reftitude of 
heart| that propriety of conduft, which 

only 
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only can reconcile us to ourfclves, and 
render the winter of life more than com-» 
fortable 5 make us able to pleafe, at tlie 
time we inftrudt others, without having 
recourfe to a card-table or fcandal to fill 
up the vacant hours of the remnant of a 
life fquandered in trifles. Judge not 
from this, that either they or 1 abjure all 
worfdly dcHght«^ bccaufc wt wifti to be 
able to live wkhouc them. Tb^y fttn- 
plyfhew me it is pradicfable, n^ i^ea- 
lant. What can be morefo than the 
fclf-approving minds it renders you 
not only relpedable in your cmn cyc4 
but relpedted throughout the circle ©f 
your acquaintance^ not deemed a tax 
on them, when not immediately wanted 
t6 fill up a vacant chair. But to you, 
my dearfifter, I need not enlarge upoa 
lius fubjcdt 5 you have already too many 

refourcea 
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tclburccs in yourfclf^ to dread dwindltng 
into a fafcinev a very pretty military 
term, that, not ill adapted, I hope you 
will allow, to thofe trifling nothings, 
many of whom you and / have the hon- 
our to know, and equally admire. Apro- 
pos to military; I muft tell you — [ — — 
fias forced his way into this houfe^ under 
pretence of feeing Mils H » a young 
hdy who is nearly related t» hin^ and 
Here for her education! but from the 
efibril he has made to get introduced to 
the Counters, Jh& fufpe£ts other motives 
at the bottom. Would I could fee him 
turn friar : not that it would influence 
me to take the vcil^or that he fliould be 
my confeflbr if I did.^ Never was there 
a truer maxim than that of the Quke dc 
la Rochfoucault* " No man can love 
** truly afecond time the perfon whom 

"he 
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** he has once truly ccafed to love.*?, 
To a rational mind the firft cannot hap- 
pen, without fufEcient caufe, and after 
that, to return like the dog to his vomit, 
would fcandalize rationality. I am ftill 
of pinion the extraordinary perfeverance 
of — — proceeds more from opiniatret6 
than love : I mean of others; fclf-love 
and vanity leaving little room in his 
heart for any other inhabitant. He is 
much admired here, and certainly is 
handfome ; added to which, his foreign 
education has given him les mceurs, 
which have^ charm above all the rtft fdr 
the French ; and I own I agree with 
them entirely in thinking the form of 
an angel, without them, never can plesUc 
a perfon of tolerable tafte ; and fure I 
am, that all thefe together, without an 
heart, will ill maintain thu conqueft. 

" What 



k' 
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** What takes our heart, muft merit ouf 
«« cftecm." Lady R— — 's coach is 
come; I muft fhorten my letter; no 
great lofs to you ; I feci myfelf growing 
dull. My next will mofe than make, 
amends : I dare allow you to expeft 
much entertainment, I fhall have fuch 
an anecdote for you, it is worth millions. 
Anfwer this foon, if you have any more 
commiflions, orl fhall hardly have time 
to execute them, and by that means lofe 
infinite pleafure ; for truft me, my dear 
Morvina, I have a very fenfible pleafure 
in being employed for your fervice. I 
have written a very long letter to my 
mother, expreflive of the joy I feel on 
her recovery, though I flatter myfelf, 
my condu6t has not left the love and ho* 
xiour I bear her in the leaft degree equi- 
vocal, and that you know with what 

tender 
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tender afieftion and unalterable friend* 
Ihip I- am, my dear lifter, ever yours, 

Henrietta* 

P. S* Do you ever vifit the cave ; I 
meantolpend much time in it; to in- 
voke the Mufes to ufe no fpells to pre- 
vent their anfwering my prayers* I 
know you hate fcribblers ; no matter ; I 
will not infift on your reading all I write. 
Once more adieu pour le prefentr 
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LETTER XXXVII. 



My dear Morvina, 

NOT to wear you out with con- 
vent anecdotes, I fend you one of a 
court ; no lefs a courtthan that of Ruf- 
fia, and of no lefs a man than the Em- 
peror, Peter the Firft, fo defervedly fti- 
led the Great. You Ihall have it fans 
preface, which almoft always tries the 
patience, and fatigues the mind fo, as to 
leave little relifh for the ftory. That it 
Is a fa^ is all that I will now fay : my 
conunents on, and how I caine by it, 
ihsdlfollow^ Know then, this prince, 

fo 
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fo fuperior to every other wcakncis, fy 
cmconquerable in arms, was by no means 
proof againftthc tender paffions, and 
received a wound from the lyight eyes 
of the daughter of an officer in his ar- 
my, above the power of art to hcal^ or 
the force of his refolution to fuftain with 
that dignity, that fortitude, which had 
hitherto fo peculiarly marked the cha- 
rafter of this extraordinary man, 
throughout every fcene of adlion. , She 
Vas young, perfcftly beautiful, and 
along with it all^ carried the appearance 
of virtue, which the Emperor has fre- 
quently declared ferved more effeftually 
to complete her conqueft, than all the 
other agrecmc«s fhe poffeflfed ; fo un-- 
acx:ountably are we made, faid ie^ I 
could not help adoring that virtue, at 
the fame inftant I wiflied, and tried, by 
VoLt lit H crtri 
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every warrantable rticans to undermine 
it. But! long, alas ! were all Kis efforts 
vain. Not Prior's Egyptian flave re-^ 
ccivcd her Eafterrt monarch with more 
hatiteur, or feemed mfore refolutely bent 
tb mortify bis pride, and to ma!ke hitn 
feel ho^ feeble, hoW vague, alWrurti^n 
greatnefs, when we prefunie on fecuring 
our happinefs by it, 'even ih this gew- 
gaw world, and fufFer it to lead us be- 
yond reafon's limits. He h^d indeed no 
rrval (declared at leaft) to baffle his 
hopes. Time and ptffeverahee, he flat- 
tered himfelf might in love, as in war 
(he had frequently experienced) for- 
mourit aft difficulties, ^nd in the erid 
gfv* him pofTcffion of that heart, which 
only had power to fct foV at eafe. He 
firfl attacked her vanity, beiieving v^ith 
thegenerality of maflkittd, /^fr^/ the ru- 

Ung 
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ling padioniaa female mind; but a{- 
chough he offered every faerificc to i&^r's 
withifi the utiiioft extent o£ his power 
(to marry her was not in his power) he 
had Che mortification, after fome months 
clofc fiege, to find himfelf juft where he 
bc^an. Be next attacked her ^variety to 
the fail as unfuccefsfuUy. In fhort, he 
tried her on" all fides j left no paffipn 
traflattercd the human mind is heir to. 
At length, when he^ from frequent re- 
pulfes, very rarely the lot of princes, was 
reduced to dcfpair, and upon the very 
verge of leavirfg her, fhe yielded ; at the 
fame tirrre affuring him, the c6mbats 
Ihc had fo long fuftained between vir- 
tue, modefty, and her paffion for him 
(which had all along equalled that his 
Majeity had fo honorably, nay amply, 
tnanifefted towards her) had produce^ 
H 2 infi^ 
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infinitely forer conflids in her mind than 
tvtn Peter the Great ever had to en* 
coimten But if her fufferings fliould 
happily enhance the value of an honefti 
though humble hearty in the eyes of 
her adored monarch, ihe muft ever 
hereafter reflefb on them with the high^ 
eft gratification \ that inftead of idly a£« 
tempting to expnefs fentiments fo far 
above the reach of words, fhe be^ed 
leave to refer his Majefty to her future 
conduft, for proofs of the gratitude and 
tcndcrncfs of an heart whofc grcateft 
glory, and warmeft wiih, was to render 
itfelf worthy its poffcflbr. All this the 
Enipcror implicitly believed, and held 
himfelf the happieft of mortals; that a 
life of abjedt flavery would but ill pay 
the value of ajcwclfo ineftiftiable. Thus 
apparently they loved, and lived toge- 
ther 
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thcr in perfeft union for fomc years, tilf 
tinxc and chance, the great difclofcr of 
human events, Ihewed the Empet-or, be- 
yond all poffibrlity of doubt, the dupe 
her artifice had made of him, or more 
probably the reditude and noblcnefs of 
his own mind ; for convinced am I^ a: 
good heart will often betray the beft 
head in the world inta weakneffes that 
would be barely pardonable in a drivel- 
ler. The Emperor was ever ornament- 
ing and improving Peterfburgj had built 
a fortrefs in the iea, which he deiigned 
for prifoners of ftate. No fooner was it 
finifhed than he gave a fuperb entertain- 
ment there to all the foreign minifters 
then refident at his court, and to many 
of his own nobility. Both at^and after 
dinner the glafs was pufhed about briik- 
ly, confequcntly the whole company in 
H 3 fpirits* 
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^irits. In cooling out to take boat^, 
the Polifh minifter, by fojne untoward^ 
and for him fatal,, accident, fell over the 
bridge and was drov^ned, rwtwithftand- 
ijng every eflfort ufed to fave hitn. The 
Emperor expreifTcd infinite concern at the 
accident, and the inefBcacy of all the re« 
medics which had been inftantly admini- 
fteied i then turning to the reft of the 
company, he laid, all papers,, he thoiight» 
fijould be deemed facre,d, and defired all 
the minlftcrs tbere would be prcfenf at 
the taking the papers out of this uiihap^ 
py man*s pockets,, and fet their Teals up- 
on them, along with his own. In fearch^ 
ing for papers, fomethiug fell on the 
floor ; the Emperor himfetf ftooped and 
took it up^ to his aftohi&ment and 
confufion it proved to be a pitSrure of 
the lady who had fo long and fb unwor- 
thily 
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thily eflgroficd his heart, nay, his very 
foul, who, if he ever fufFertd a pang 
about, it proceedec} from the refleftion 
of having fcduced fuch inflexible, fuch 
untainted virtue and honor. Is it won- 
derful then, his Majcfty fhould be cu- 
rious to pry further ? furely no. On ob- 
ferving fcveral letters, thefe, faid he, 
contain no date affairs, and opened therti^ 
read one or two, and took the remain- 
der of that parcel, ordering the reft of the 
- papers to be carefully fealed up, left the 
company, went into his barge, and the 
moment he landed fetoff poft for Mofcoxy, 
where he had left jhe miftrefs of his 
heart. He arrived there in an incredi- 
ble ihort fpace of tiine, went diredHy to 
the houCe of a lady who was a friend to 
them both, aodordered her to fend for 
his miftrefs to meet hitp there inft^ntly. 
H4 ShQ 
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She obeyed, though much furprifed to 
fee the Emperor fo unexpeftedly, ami 
with every mark of horror, rage and dc^ 
fpair vifibly painted in his countenance. 
The moment the lady arrived, whh much 
warmth he aflced her how Ihe came to 
write to the Polifh minifter : flie at firft 
denied ever having written to him ; on 
which his Majefty produced the packet 
©f letters taken out of that minifter^s 
pocket, all of her writing, and in the 
common ftile of fondnefs, informing her 
Kkewife how they fell into his hands, and 
of the unfortunate end of his rival. Not 
having heard of his death till that mo- 
ment, forgetting,^ or at leaft regardle& 
of all danger, fhe delivered herfelf up to 
grief, to palfion; burft into tears and 
woeful lamentations for the lofe of all 
her heart held dear I wlulc the Empe- 

xor^ 
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ror, in a ftorm of rage, reproached her, 
as he had but too juft caufe, with falfe* 
liood, ingratitude, and every vice that 
degrades and finks humanity ; when, to 
the amazement of all prefent, he on a 
fudden became calm as poffible, and 
turning towards her, faid. Madam, I too 
well, too poignantly fed, how hard it is 
for thofe who conquer others,, to conquer 
themfelves^ *tis there true glory lies,* 
above all in love r &nfible as I am o£ 
the unfair, injurious treatment, ofFered 
by you, in return for an excefs of fond* 
nels, an unlimited confidence, an efteem- 
you never merited iiom me, I cannot 
hate you \ but to continue to live with 
you, muft fender me contemptible in the 
eyes of the whole world,< and what is flilL 
more painful: to endure,, in my ownreyes.: 
You (hall never want the comforttweakh^ 
H 5 cai^ 
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can give, if wj th^t arc for one fp 
ihamefully loft, abandpned to cveij 

fcnfe of virtue 5 but dctermiried am I 

It 

never toffee you more. He kept his 
word with her^ and as viokpt pafllons 
which have neither hpn^ur nor honefty 
for their bails foon fubfide, (he confent- 
cd to marry an officer in the Ruffian 
fervice, to whom the Eniperor was al- 
ways exceedingly jgood, but continued 
him in fome profitable employment^ far 
diftant from the court. This great man, 
you fee, though J>y no means proof 
againft love, was" proof agaioJt ,|hc fol- 
lies o£\u The beauties of his miflrefs 
had indeed power to make him fo far for* 
get his rank, the dignity of his fttua* 
tion, as to kneel, implore, and fuppli- 
cate his fub^ed^ but Hiiothing could 
make him court vipe^ though couched 
% beneath 
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beneath the form of an angel, or cherifii 
a ferpent in his bofom. Though you 
and I, my friend, hold all illicit amours 
criminal, in the eyes of men, even men pf 
honour, they appear othcrwife, an^ their 
vanity (which by the way is not a jot left 
than, ours) readily cxcufes every brea$:b 
of chaftity given up to themfelves, hpl 
breach'Of promifc, playing them falfe, 
making them the dupes of their ©wm 
credulity, and facrifldng them to a ri- 
val, a man of fenfe, with the fmallcft 
degree of fentin>ent, never did^ or evpr 
will pardon. My authority for tjie 
jibove anecdote refided maiiy years at 
the Ruflian court, in one of the m^fl: 
elevated charafters, her hwlbwd b^iog 
miniftcr from one of the greatcft J£ot(o* 
pean courts to the Emperors ^t0 tho^b 
ihe was not abfolutely an cye-witnefe of 
H d the 



the fa£b recited, ihe had it from a lady 
who was, and on whom flie could de- 
pend. Did you know her as well as I | ] 
have the honour and pleafure to know 
her, you would not only depend on» but 
be charmed with every thing fhe fays^ 
Though not in the meridian of her 
charms, her underftanding, horefegance,^ 
would now render her an a;equi(ition to 
any court ; and to make'ufc of my Lord 
Bacon's words, heir perfon at that time 
muft have beeti^t^e beft letter of recom* 
mendation to a?rf court, I dare affirm, 
from the remains of beauty Ihe ftiU pof- 
kffts^ accompanied with a thoufand 
graces, fo neceflary towards charming 
the mind, at the fame time Ihe inftrudts 
St, of which no perfon living is more ca^ 
pable. To a thorough knowledge of 
the world, &e joins ^ excellent under** 

ftandmg,^ 
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ftaodingy with an eafe and vivadtjr ft^ 
culiar toherfelf ; that with all this llir 
muft^hare a favercign contempt for tn^ 
flers you will readily beUeve, but fhe iiP 
too well-bred to betray her feelings, 
however iskibmethe company of £6ols* 
may be to her,, they always part from^ 
her,,iadsfied both with her and them*- 
ftlves. She wifely fays we muft take the 
world as it goes^ not expe£t miracIes^ 
ihould be wrought ia our favour; that, 
they are more worthy our compaffion^ 
dian our ridicule, which (hould be le* 
ferved for vice and aSeftation only, not 
crudly thrown out on innau defers,, 
over which a good heart would wilh to 
draw a vciL In fhort,. my dear Morvi^ 
na, was I to attempt a panegyric on Ma^ 
dame ■ t » ■ , I ihould ibon find my 
pen unequal to it> and fend yoaavolime 
2 i^ 
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atj Icait What is fiitl worfc than all the 
' reft, I ^ould wound that modcfty ever 
attendant on fupedativc geniufes, and 
rifque thelofsaf the goodopinion I flatter 
• Wiyfelf Madait)€— ^— iiow honours me 
'widi, and 'Which Ilh^ll t)y ^very means 
' in mypawer wifli toprcferve,asa treafurc 
' i^Mmzhlc. As it is iiotmy turn to wifh 
' coinonopcflize any^ood^ I (incerely wilh 
you had the pleafurc of this lady'is ac- 
^uainc^ce. Since flie has fome thoughts 
of gqing to England, who knows what 
another winter n»ay prodiice. What it 
-will not produce, i cair venture to af- 
firm, no> nor time itfelf, the fmalleft 
icbangein the heart of your afFeftionatc. 
friend and fitter. 

Wweto me foon. 1 wfli the innu- 
' fDeratiCiCCiUeftioa of Weftories I fend 

^ . you 
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you will not render you an infidel to the 
extraordinary refolution I have fo long 
boafted. But I would not have you af- 
cribe it to levity or infcnfibility, whicli 
would deftroy the whole merit of fclf- 
conqueft. Adieu ma chere^ 



L^E Ti 
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LETTER XXXVIII; 



NEVER was joy «ore ftrongljr 
painted ki any countenance than in Lady 
R— — 's^ on my entering her drefling* 
room. You would hardly conceive it 
poffibk that her good underlifcanding and 
knowledge of the world could give 
way to fuch extraordinary abfurd firars 
fiielbmetime& harbours on my account.. 
As they can have na iburce but in her 
tendernefs for me,^I ought^ and certain- 
ly do> in the main^ love and efteem her 
for it, ihough) I confeis to you^ I amof* 
ten tempted ta be exceedingly angry^ 
did notle bien-feance prevent me $ till I 

cool 
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<ooI enough to rcfkdt, and then a moft 
hudablc motive, viz. gratitude, and ev- 
ery fcntiment that adorns the honefk 
heart condemns a momentary forgetful- 
nefsof her goodnefs towards me, Ihews 
me the impoffibility of my repaying the 
thoufandth part of what I owe her, and 
loads me with the worft of ills, felf-re- 
l>roach. Both her Ladyftiip and Lord 

R readme a Icclurc on the danger 

of liftening to the countefs oa matters of 
faith. The opinion I had of, as well as 
affedion for her, joined to the fophiftical 
arguments all of that perfualion fo well 
knew bow to make ufe of, might, the^ 
faid, have more weight on my mind 
than I was juft then aware of« All I 
could fay was of na avail to convince 
them we never entered into any contrcH 
' verfy about religion^ Imuch fear,, i£ I 

attempt 
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4jttempc to lay another night at the coiv 
Ycnt, they will judge it neceflary to hur- 
ry away fooner than they propofed. You 
fee, snydear, we are not allowed any 
pleafurc on earth without foaie alloy, 
even the moll ratippal. It is time to tell 

you I like Madame • more and more 

^cach time I fee her, aad feel infinite fa- 
tisfaiSlion in the thoughts of her coming 
to England, as well from tjhc opportu- 
nity it will give ok of prefenting my dear 
Morvina to a perfon whofe knowledge 
and fund of entertainmenl; is is the 
French fay, fans borncs, as the Angular 
pleafure and real good I have, and ever 
(|iall reap in her charming fociety ; be- 
fides that I know, from proofs the mod 
inconteftible, her heart is to the full as va- 
•luable, and as mucfc fuperior to the world 
in general as her head is. I cannot pre- 
vail 
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vail on her to go over with U5. Both 
Lord and Lady R'— — have prefled it 
warmly, and with that Angular polite- 
nefs which aceonnpanies all they fay and 
do. Madame has money affairs to fettle 
before (he .can leave this delightftrl place^ 
This morning Sanchonia furprifed, and 
greatly vexed xncy with a letter from 
— ~. She had not the power (he faid 
to refufe taking it : I believe her moft; 
implicitly ; not doubting it came ac- 
companied with that never- failing pafs- 
par-tout that makes its way to Ab^ails; 
tiearts. I returned it to him unopened^ 
■and was eieceedingly -enraged at her 
daring to difobey myftidft: commands t<^ 
her, on a point Q^e well knew I hs^d fo 
nuich at hearty and in which I nrasioa 
&?adily determined ever to ?hcf . Ti^ 
mly ^^k I »o S,n4 -for her ftWv^itf 
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hy I really believe Ihe is not yet con- 
vinced I haveabfolutely difcarded him 
that place in my heart he once held^ in 
dcfpiteof reafony prudenceilhad almoft 
faid duty; and I will confefe to ywi, had 
he not depended ^oomuch on thepowerof 
his charms^ and my fenfibility,, and kept 
fome meafures ia his ftrange condudt, 
he might have duped me longer, per- 
haps till it had been too late to repenu 
Happy that it is otherwife.. I cannot, 
€Ught not iD repine at a misfortune mar 
jay have felf as.well as myfelf, nor vainly 
deem it an extraordinary fiix>kc of her 
roifm to conquer an ill placed liking, or 
rather the not perfifting to like a. man 
who turned out the very oppofite t£ cvo- 
vy thing my ideas bad figured ium^ His 
perfevermg to perfecute me can arife 
£rom nothing but vanity^ or ohftinacy^ 

or 
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<w perhaps he imagines Lord R— will 
leave me his fortune. I cannot think 
too harflily of him. When you refleft, 
my dear^ on his diflipated^ profligate 
manner of living, you muft think as I 
do, fpite of the extraordinary fhare of 
good-nature you poffcfs. There arc 
many follies young men of the very beft 
underftandingB may, and often do fall 
into^ but when they arife from faults 
in the heart, the want of truth and ho- 
nour, the man is irretrievably loft. With 
time and knowledge of the world he 
may. increafe in hypocrify, more artfully 
glofs over his vile purpofes, deceive the 
unwary, ruin and betray his aflbciates in 
vice, at the time he terms them the 
friends of his bofom, the black inhabi- 
tants of which allow him no reft within, 
therefore he . rambles about, feeking 

whom 
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ivhom he may devour, lives defpifed, 
and dies with horror, dreading to receive 
the juft rewards of his evil deeds. Good 
God! my Morvina, what upon earth 
can equal the mifery of' falling a viAim 
to fuch a wretch ; but as 1 truft the 
goodnefs of providence will preferve uS 
from a lot jf& fevere, I will change a fub- 
jedl which Ihocks humanity, and leaves 
a horror on the beft mind in the uni- 
verfe. I am called to dinner, but will 
refume my pen when that is over». 
though I am ftrongly perfuaded you 
will think my letter long enough. T am 
returned, my dear lifter, for one mo- 
ment only, for I go this evening to the 
new comedy, with Madatiie the Duehels 
of M — -, and my Rufs f fiend 5 am 
Aot drefled; befides, 1 muft clear up my 
countenance i they would rally me to 

death. 
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death, were they to find me fo much dif- 
concerted on receiving -— *s letter. I . 
almoit fear they would be inclined to 
think with Sanchonia^ which I hope at 
leaft you know me too well to do, and 
that you will believe, unchangeable as 
my heart is towards thofe I love (without 
tlxcir giving me ample caufe to withdraw 
it) where I unfortunately meet with 
caufe, it is equally reiblute; and to 
you, my Morvina, ever warm, aflfcc- 
tionate, and friendly, 

Henrietta, 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

My dear Morvina, 

WE fet out for England to-morrow; 
but harafs not your mind by following 
us throughout our journey ; depend up- 
on it we (hall get fafe to the end of it» 
wind, weather, and every thing fa- 
vouring us. Lady B was charmed 

with my friend, but fince Jbe did not 
marryforlovc,you know, fheconfeguently 
cannot think fo delicately on that fub- 
jeft. She wonders a woman fo hand- 
fome as^^ now is, and fo young as fhe 
then wiis» fhould give up the world for 

a h|iiband 
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z hu(band fo unworthy of it. Iq ftiort. 

Lady B thinks the Count may die, 

fees no fort of reafon why the Countefs 
ipight not have entered into a fecond 
marriage, been as much in love with 
another, though from woeful experience 
more wary in fixing her choice. But 
the Countefs thinks as I do 5 and to you 
there need^ no comment on my way of 
thinking, however fmguiar it is. I own 
toyoul hate to enter upon the fubjefl: 

with Lady B : Nm more, than ever 

I was, convinced a Cicero could not talk 
well on what he did not feel ; indeed we 
have proofs be could not ; witnefs his 
patriocifm •, with what fophiftical ora^ 
tory does he attempt to glofs over his 
duplicity, which glares thro' all. When 

I came home I found Lord R ia 

raptures with ■ 5 my aunt afked 

Vol. IL I VCvccw 
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him if he wilhed him for a nephew : Nc^ 
madarti, replied he^ I fhould be forry my 
niece fhould fall in love with every pret- 
ty fellow (he fees, or I talk of ; fo fhould 

I, faid Lady R , but I would not 

anfwer fhe is proof againft the charms of 
the man whofe encomiaft you now are, • 
Let me intreat you, my dear^ not to put 
her perpetually in mind of a perfon her 
own good fenfe makes her wifli to forget. 
The affair began to grow ferious •, I was 

obliged to pull Lady R by the 

fleeve, aiffure her lord a younger bro- 
ther would never have charms fufficient 
to make me forget the world, every plea- 
fure it could give, and how unequal I 
was to living on love in a cottage. Here 
this abfurd nonfenfe ended^ and here I 
muft end, for I drink tea this evening 
with the happy Countefs, a-la-mode des 

Anglais. 
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ftngfois, Bonaria fuppUes my place at 
home, but begs I will not make a very 
long vifit, ot prontiife to take the veif, 
for he reckons my noviciate is over,. 
Farewell. The other fide fhall be filled 
when I return from the convent, wMch 
has rendered the moft amiable of wo- 
men the happieft of any this world can 
boaft pf. Juft returned from my dear 
friend am I, and found Lord R — — 
dozing in an arm-chair, my Lady lolling 
in another, Boriaria fighing himfcff into 
air, on a fopha, a milb from either of 
them. Had my fpirits riot been too 
much opprefled, I fliould have laughed 
at fo ridiculous a fcene. Lady B 
fups with us to-night en famille. The 
multitude of pretty prefents I received 
from the Countefs, and the reft of her 
fociety, is innumerable j but as you will 
I a fee 



i 
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fee thein, I will not tell you what they 

are, except my poor filler Louife's pre- 

fent, whofe ftory I writ you fome time 

fince ; it is a model ^carved in ivory, or- 

namented with gold) of this convent, 

and the entrance to it; at the inward 

^gate ftands your humble fervant, a little 

figure in wax» elegantly habited, a glory 

Ihining round ^ in the midft are thcie 

iwords, pointing towards me^ je vous ap« 

jpeller. Another call makes me finifli 

this fooner than I wifhed. Lady B-~-.. 

as come* Adieu> my dear Moryina* 



LET. 
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LETTER XL. 



THIS ihftant arrived, my dear Mor- 
vina, in perfcA health and fpirits. No- 
thing occurred in our journey worth re- 
lating* The noife of French poftilions^ 
boat-men, &c. has almofl turned my 
brain. We ftiall not get to town till to- 
morrow eyening i. Lady R will 
not be able to ftir to-day, (he was fa 
horridly fea-fick,^ though we have done 
nothing but laugh fince we landed. Lord 
R and Bonaria were ridiculous be- 
yond any priat of Hogarth ^ the latter 
infinitely more diftrefled with the fear o£ 
difgufting me, than all the pain and 
ficknefs he fuHered. I (hall \uSt acquaint 
I J TOf 
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my mother with our being once noore fafe 
on Britifli ground, and, what is real 
truth, that I moft impatiently long to 
throw myfelf at her feet, to receive that 
blefling I know fhe prays may light on 
me. Adieu. Lord and Lady R 
are much yours -, but nobody more fin- 
cerely fo than my dear Morvina's fteady 

friend. 
Dover, Wednefday Morning, 



LET. 
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LETTER XLL 



" WE went to .court yefterday : it was 
Tcry full, not fintr ; at leaft the glate of 
ihc French court made it appear lefs fo 
than ufudi to me* One mode of theii-s 
I wilh we would adopt: their officers 
never go to court in their uniforms, tho* 
they wear them much more every where 
elfe. I have found a number of my ac- 
quaintance married fince I left England, 
but that by no means aftonifhed me ;. 
but the multitude that have been un- 
married within that very Ihort fpace of 
time has indeed amazed me. The ce- 
I 4 remonY; 
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ftmony (I will not fay difficulty) of pro- 
curing a divorce, probably renders it 
more defirable ; for in France, where a 
lettre de cachet ferves the turn, and is 
ieldom refufed to a hufband, it is very 
rarely afked for. This may perhaps 
be better accounted for by the pblitenefs 
and eafe with which men and their wives 
live together there ; neither believes they 
bavf a right to teafe the other with theur 
ill temper, nor that the defire of plea- 
fing is to be loft, that is to fay thra^n 
off with the lover and the miftrefs. That 
fentiment and good heeding are certainly 
neceffary towards the fupport of focial 
happinefs, where there arelefs near con- 
nexions, we have hourly proofs ; and,, 
next to religious principles, ^ba^ ought 
to be carefully and early inculcated. Sa- 
turday we went to the opera ; wretched- 
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fy bad; yet they will be bearable 
after the horrid attempts to mufic 
in France, where the fineft mufical 
inftruments: in the world arl^ made, as 
you, will fay when you hear my harpfi^ 
chord,, that my friend the coadjutrix^ 
made me a.prefent of,. 1 mentioned it 
to you, before ;, it was at the chateau (he: 
knt us.> On my admiring it,, flic had it: 
brought to Paris,. and wilL fend it here 
fo foon. as.flie can have it properly pack^- 
ed up» k is by many degrees the fincftv 
toned harpfkhord-li ever, heard \., belong- 
cd.to the poorPrincefs,,who^was.an ab*- 
folute miftrcfs of mufic,. I am told, ahdi 
which indeed . I fee, .by. fome of.her.High- 
nefs'i compofitions the Countefs did m&: 
the honour to give me. Bonaria fet out: 
for his place, in the country this morn*- 
ing, which was unavoidably neceflary/ 
I 5> towards- 
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towards the fettling his affairs, which he 
has never done fince he came of age. S(> 
foon as 1 know my mother's refolution, I 
fiiallfixnf^rout, en attendant, believe 
mc ever yours. 



LE T- 
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L E X T E R XLm 



THE agitation of mind, the reai 
afflidion poor Bonaria's death has given 
mcy naade me for fome days incapable of 
every thing, or you v/ould not have been 
a fortnight without hearing from me. 
The day he was to have hten in town, 
and to dine with us, his own fervant ar- 
rived exprefs by eight in the morning to> 
acquaint me with his death. He died 
on the road in his return to town, of ar^ 
moft violent fever, after eight and forty 
hours illnefs onlyj was infenfible imme- 
diately after he was feized ;, continued fo- 
till it pleafed Heaven to releafe him^ 
1 6 ^^ 
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He had made no new difpofition of his 
affairs ; but on his brother's coming to 
his houfe in town, and looking over his 
papers, &c. he found a fmall box tied 
upvfealedand directed for me, which he 
fent direAIy to me •» its contents are his 
family jewels, worth at leaft twenty 
thoufand pounds, which I (hall certainly 
reftore to his brother, who is, I hear, 
foon to be married to a very amiable 
young woman of fafhion, but fmall fori 
tune*. I have loft in poor Bonaria a fin- 
cere and fenfible friend, ani truly la** 
ment him- The world had long defign- 
ed us for each other, and I have received 
as many meflagcs of condolance as if 1 
had really been married to him, though 
nothing was ever farther from my 
thoughts ; nor did I wifh any thing mOre 
ardently, than to find his friendfhip as 

abftra£ted 



abftraded from paffion as mine was» an£ 
I grieve to refledl that I caufed (though, 
inadvertently) fb many uneafy hours tOc 
the man on earth I efteemed, who I lo- 
ved with the afFedion of a lifter, and! 
who, if I could have Ibved more, I might 
have rendered him and myfclf Kappy;. 
He had many virtues, as few vices E 
fuppofe as any earthly Being. My old; 

friend Mifs S was the firft and only^ 

perlbn 1 defired to fee, on. receiving- 

the melancholy account,. &c;. She came 

ii^antlyv found me in bed ;, her tender 

feelings on the occafion were to tnC' great 

confolation v, her friendly tears, which. 

flowed abundantly^ forced out mine^ 

which furprife and horror till then de<. 

nied vent to. Lord and Lady R - ■ 

are all goodneis to me; but I believe! 

fliall find it a hard talk to perfuade them^ 

and 



i 
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and my friend S-— ,iove haano part in 
this forrowful mourning. You will, I 
know, readily credit it, aod bear a ra- 
tional part in my fufFerings 5 but alas ! 
my dear Morvina, how peculiarly arc 
we made ; how few of the very bcft peo- 
ple on earth would not rally our fenti- 
mcnts as romantic ; for all that, and 
the pain they often coft me, I would not 
be without them for any earthly good- 
But I feel I ani ftraying from that deli- 
cacy I admire, and mean to preferve, in 
wounding your gentle friendly difpofir 
tion, by dwelling fo long, on this dole- 
ful tale. Would I was with you in the 
country. Lord and Lady R go to- 
morrow to . I flay in town till E 

hear from my mother : not at this houfer 
I have my lodging by the year : it is in^ 
cfFed a houfe, and much preferable, in 

.my 



my opinion, to that of art/ other perfoHi 
with a mind fo ill at eafe \ above ally 
when the owners are gone out of it. 
They wiflied mc much to accompany 
them into th^ country ; but Gnce I mean 
to go far from town when I do leave it,. 
I have many things to do, and many peo- 
ple to fee before I go. Bcfides,. the bro- 
ther of honeft Bonaria I muft fee, to rc- 
ftore to him what I certainly have no 
right to, nor inclination to Iteep, though 
I feel at the fame time a mbft grateful 
fenfe of the friendfliip of the donor. 
Farewell, my dear fitter j believe mq 
ever yours. 



h ET^. 



( i«4 > 



LETTER XUIL 



My dcac Mbrviha^ 

THE letter.! received thispoft frony 
my mother has determined me. I fhall 
kave this place in a^ week, or ten days^r 
but you (hall hear from me again, before: 
that time.; 

The brother of my poor friend has this 
moment left me. His diftrefs is worthy 
the brother of Bonaria, and the fortune 
he has left him. He prefled me excecdr 
ingly to wear the jewels his brother had 
always hoped I would do him the honor 
to accept o£ Oa my abfolute refufal^^ 

he 
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he entreated me, with the moft earneft 
polkenefsy to accept, at leaft, of fome 
little remembrance in honour of one of 
of the beft of men, as well as the moft 
fincere of my friends. I then took a pair 
of pearl bracelets I knew were bought 
for me, and which I refufed, to the. ua- 
fpeakable difcontent of poor Bonaria. 
The pearls coft fifteen hundred pounds^ 
the rofes which fattened them about fix ', 
they arc extremely pretty, compofed of 
brilliants and fapphires. I happened one 
evening at Lady B ■■ *is to admire 
Lady F— '» bracelets ; be played at 
our table, heard her tell me where fliQ 
had bought them, that there was one 
pair more left, anfi fhe believed the only 
pair in town. The inftant he left uSj he 
drove to the place, and brought them to 
me ip the piorning. But taking prefeou 

fxofxk 
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from a man one is not going to marrf 
muft certainly be wrong j I mean pre- 
fents of value A pidure of him, done* 
when he was in Italy, and extremelyr 
like, his brother brought me as a pre- 
fent from himfeH; fixed in aa elegant 
gold cafe, richly ornamented with bril- 
liants and emeralds. La bienfeance for- 
bid my refufing tbat^ neither had I any 
inclination to rcfufe it, though, to ow» 
the truth to you^ my dear fitter, I think 
k only fcrves to increafe my melancholy^ 
to perpetuate the remembrance of what 
I flitould wilh to fofgct. I cannot but 
refleft how ill fated I am, or rather how^ 
wrong headed and undifcerning I was, 
in giving my heart to an obje6l fo Unwor- 
thy of it; to want the fpirit, the refolu* 
tion to withdraw it (though I h^ every 
icafbn on my fide) and bcftow it on a 

pcrfbn 



( i87 > 

perfon all the world adored, and whoo£ 
all mankind merited my regard. 

Lady P ■ i ■ and Madame D 

were with me this mormng, very agree- 
able and friendly. If their friendftiips 
were permanent as they are warm for th5, 
time they do laft, how ineftimahlc 
would they be: what a treafurel 
But 'alas^ how few, how very few 
have a (ingle grain of ftability in their 
whole compofition ! Th^ are very defi- 
Table acquaintance, take them for all \ti 
all. They by no means approve of my 
romantic generofity (as /% term it) ia 
returning the cafquet, &c. Lpve of 
wealth you know makes the fummum 
bonum of their charadker, therefore you 
will hardly fuppofe they would applaud 
a generous adion in another they muft 

admire 
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admire and envy, yet want the fpirit to 
emulate. I have pron>ifcd to fpcnd the 
evening with them ; I could not mufter 
up fpirits fufficicnt for the whole day, 
Thefe eictraordinary ftrokes of fortune I 
meet with, incline me to believe they arc 
^meant for my good, nectary to detach 
my affeftions from the follies and idle 
purfuits of the world, which might per- 
haps ctherwife have laid too fail hold on 
me. With a difpofition ever ready to be 
pleafed, born in a (ituation to enjoy the 
amufements of the world, had no rubs 
been thrown in my way, I probably 
Ihould have been too much charmed with 
it,, to endure the thoughts of leaving it 
for a better without a regret we none of 
us ought to feel. But not to make you^ 
feel more than your (hare, farewell,, my 
<|^r Morvina^ God blefs yoUk. 
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LETTER XLIV. 



My dear Morvina, 

I Stayed at Lady P 's till two 

o'clock this morning, and was as much 
amufed as my mind would allow me to 
be. Many very agreeable people you 
know one always meets ibere. Poor 
Bonaria's fudden death was the general 
topics every mortal lamented him, and it 
affeAed me fo much^Lady P. often 

turned theconverfation, which has, i dare 
fay^convincedmoftof the company I had 
fomething more than bare friendfliip in 
my heart towards him. Is it not won- 
derful, fo few people have any idea of 

frrendihip 
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friendfhip unmixed with paffion, ever 
fubfifting between thofe of different fexes: 
furc this is carrying their ideas very lit- 
tle (if any thing) higher than the brute 
creation ^ and I cannot forbear crying 
out with the publican, / thank God I am 
not as other men are^ (^c. Entrc nous, I 
wilh the refemblance may not be carried 
Itill further, that from the fuperiority I 
frequently feel on thefe occafions,, I af- 
fume not a merit to which I have no juft 
claim, as being by no means dependant 
on myfelf! I dine this day with the Du- 
chefs of N Notwithftanding all 

I have faid, you cannot know my opinion 
of her, fihce it increafes every time I 
have the honour to converfe with her 
Grace. To the moft pleafing under- 
ftanding (he adds every grace 5 is fo 
thoroughly well-bred, you never fed 

that 
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diat fupcriority of every kind fhe holds 
over you: fee is extremely lively, has 
infinite wit and humour, but never fuf- 
fers it to flr^ beyond la bienieaiice* 
The whole famEy are exceedingly amiw 
able«, I bcxth love and admire them ; thef 
are all intimately known to Madame la 
Coadjutrice, who I had a very long let* 
tcr from yefterday, and a meffage in it 
to the Duchefs of N To me 
ihc is fo obligmg^ and her letter fa txt 
dbove the common ftandard of epiftotey • 
writing, I ftiall keep it for your pcrufai^ 
though I am a thoufand times more exai5fc 
than I ever was in burning my Icttcrsi 
fmce this rage for printing every body's 
ib generally prevail^. To-morrow even- 
ing I go to Lord R 's for two nights f 

from thence to Lord M 's for as 

long •, then to you with all poflible ex4 
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pedicion, to enjoy the beauties of the & 
ncft country by far I have yet beheld, 
and what is much more, the charming 
jbciety and iriend(hip of perfons in the 
woridmoftRear, and defervedly dear to 
me, wkofe profelfions, howev^er vtoknt, 
I can never fufpedt are equivocal ; where 
intereft as well as inclination unite us, 
and whom ^neither abfence^ diftancCt 
change of place or climate, has been able 
to chafe from my ideas one fingle mo- 
ment ^ for the truth of this, or any 
thing elfe, I am fatisfied my dear Mor- 
vina requires no further teftimony than 
the word of her aflfeftionate fiftcr. 

As I travel poft, I (hall be with you as 
foon as any letter lean write after I leave 
Lord M— — 's. Should I happen to 
get there before the poft has left it, I 

will 



( X93 > 

wfll fcrawl a few liitfes to you ; tifl 
^whca adieu. 

I am in time for the poft, and both 
Lord and Lady M fay I muft 

write you I cannot leave this place a week 
yet ; but notwithftanding I love them 
much, I will not fo long <lefaiy a pleafure 
I haVc for fome time paft propofed my- 
felf, of feeing my mother and all of you 
on Thur^ay nexj. I told her Lady- 
{hip fo in my letter from Lord 11— —'s. 
Thy were amazingly good to me, loaded 
me with prefents and carel&s. My aunt 
fhed tears in great abundance, and faid, 
(what Iwijh may not prove too true) fhe 
fhould never live to fee me more. The 

friendftlip of Lord and Lady M I 

find ever the fame. What a happy ra- 
tional pair : neither renouncing the world, 
nor running riot with itj happy in the 
^ Vol. II, K higheft 
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liighefttfegrterineachoith^, yet alvr^ 
glad to fee their friends ; no feparate 
views, no feparate interefts; one foul 
aftuates bo^h^ They have promifedme 
a vifit this fummen If my moihir s^« 
proves, and will join us, we are to inake 
the tour of Britain. Should ^^ judge it 

too great a fatigue for her. Lady E ?; 

who is goodnefs hfelf, will itay withhertill 
our return. More of this when wc meet; 
the poft hardly allows nie tin^e to aflure 
you, my dear Morvina^ I am ever yours. 
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tTH£ following Letters were found 
amongfi the preceding ones^ and ought ^ 
the Editor^ tbinksyio go along with them^ 
from the additional entertainment they will 
afford the reader^ as well as from their 
'- tonne ^on with the reji of the work^ if this 
hagatelle merits the appellation of a work. 



K A 
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LETTER XLV. , 

THE mortification I fuftained on 
finding ybu flown, my dear madam* 
When I arrived in this over-grown me- 
tropolis, feven times larger than when I 
left England, is eafier imagined than 
told ; therefore fet your head to work, 
or rather confult thefeelings of your own 
friendly heart, and thencejudgeof mine^ 
and the part I take in your prefent fuf- 
ferings. The lofs of friends is ever a 
fore grievance, but the fuddennefs of the 
cftimable Bonaria's death, renders it a 
thoufand times more afflifting. His ge- 
neral charader mud: make him univer- 
K 3 S.^^ 
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« hlly lamented. I will not expatiate on 
his particular merit to you, my dear ma- 
dam ; your generous heart and gentle 
nature pays, I know, due tribute to his 
worth ; and I much fear, a friendlhip fo 
well placed, devoid of thofe weakneffcs 
which too frequently tarnifh the friend- 
fhip of different fexes, will lay fatter hold 
x>n your mind than, you are ]uft -at this 
time aware of. Might I advife, it Ihould 
be, that you quit the retirement you arc 
now charmed with inftaotly •, perhaps 
the more fp, becaufc you can indulge a 
melancholy you ought to Ihun. I hope 
Lady keeps her refolution of 

going to Bath. Nothing better in your 
fituation than a crowd ; and allowing it 
may not always be fuch as you would 
vrifh, ftill it will roufe that refleftion 
which is ever prone to return to its fa- 
vourite 
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▼ouritc objeft, when nothing appears t<» 
draw it off, cotafeqtiently delijgbts in fi- 
Iknce and folitude. But alas ! how^ 
widely am I ftraying firbm itiy Own plan. 
The bufihefs'cf yoar frtendsjs to amufc 
you ! I have ample means, *by only do- 
ing jufticc to your French friends, and: 
keeping my word, by delivermg their 
meflages. T^ begin then, your beloved 

tod lovdy Coadjutriir, ^tc ttf her 
phlloibphy, owns her heart is ill at eafe 
withom yoti, and fecretl]!^ wiflies you had 
an inward call to———. She k)ve» 
youy therefore it is no more than natu- 
ral (he fiiould wifh for what Jbe thinks 
conducive to both your good and plea- 
fore, as well as her own. I know not 
whether I Jhould be left relu Aant to truft 
you with her now, than Lady R 
was I for befides that you are in a Jie 
K 4 teca!j« 
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temper of mind to be worked up fo cn- 
thufiafm, that amiable, fenfible woman 
grows more and more bigoted each day 
Ihe lives. Your harpfichord is arrived 
iafeat my houfe, and I will have it for- 
warded to you the moment you tell me . 
where. 1 have brought befides trinkets 
innumerable for you, both from the 
Countels and the fifterhood. Louife 
has fent a drawing of hers, extremely 
like you, in the habit of the convent, 
and hopes it will convince you nothing 
is fo becoming as a veil. Thatfifter 
Xx>uife could carry fo finking a refem- 
blance of you in her eye aftoni(hed me, 
till the Countefs (hewed me a miniature 
you gave her. My poor Rufs friend 
flied tears at our parting, but owns (he 
never knew fuch perfeft happinefs as Ihe 
experiences in the convent* She is truly 

deferving 
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defcrving of it, for a better being lives 
not. I entered a little into the worli 
too before I quitted Paris, was often at the 
Marchionefs's, where you was much en- 
quireci after, as well as lamented' by the 
whole coterie. The Marquis de la Ja^ 
maque talks of you fans ceffe,. dies t(^ 
prefcnt you to no matter who, but thofe 
he judges you have tafte enough to likc*> 

The Duchefs of M truly loves you^ 

As to your adored Lady B. ^ I con*- 

fcfs I wonder at your extraordinary par- 
tiality for her. Les moeurs ftie has, docs* 
notwant common under ftanding, a bright 
one flie cannot pretend to, and when jQhc 
(aslhavefometimes fcenher) aims atbe^ 
ing witty, ftie ftrains fo hard,.a pound of 
jalap would fcarce produce a fy liable.. 
Her mind is uninformed,, fhe knows not: 
the ufe of words, or their fenfe. To this,. 
K 5. believe; 
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believe me, (he loved Bonaria, con(e« 
quently hated you. But I fee you are 
apgry, therefore I will finiih by afluring 
you 1 am much more dian her Ladyihip 
iSf or i:verwas, yours. 



LET- 



i 
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LETTER XL VI. 



^ YOUR 'paftialit7 to tihe'wrrter; my' 
dtar itiadam, ctah alone render my IbttfcrS' 
agreeable to one of your tafte. I wilj- 
fairly own to you I arti more flattered td- 
owe it to that motive, than to tny own^ 
talents, had I lany to Be vain of. I do> 
jiot reniember I^ arraigned your judg-' 
ment, thotigh ! Cannot think your at-' 
tachtnentto Ladyfi^ — ^ the'ftfdngeft^ 
mirk you e^^er gave of it. I am' weltl 
Informed flie wai by no means worthy/ 
the truft you repofed in her, and afted': 
not only a double, but a diabofical-part,, 
KV6 relative^ 



± 
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relative to Bonaria : hefawit, abhorred 
her for it) but would not rifque incur- 
ring your difpleafure by attempting to 
remove prejudices in her Ladyfhip's fa- 
vour yovi feemed to cheriih, as neceflary 
to your very exiftence. Harm you fhe 
could not. Her lioufe was the ton ; you 
preferred it to every other ^ and he had 
the happinefs to fpend much of his time 
"ftlth you there. A truth /i^iii convinced 
of^ and wifh you to know, isy that no 
woman of gallantry ever was, 4ir can be 
a friend to one of her own fex. It is al- 
ways in the power of a man who 
pleafes her pride, avarice, or vanity, to 
break it at once.; and there are men who 
often take pains to break fuch connec- 
tions, merely for their own amufcment 

I am not clear your friends H and 

C-— are not of this fpecies. l*hat the 

fricndlhip 
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friendftiip of women of fafliien are ne^ 
ccffary to each other, • I will readily folv 
fcribe to: if our judgment enrs m the 
choice of them^ it is much wifer to fink 
it upon the world, than render ourfelves 
the joke of it, and by our fracas furnilb 
topics for every idle converfation. W 
my lafl: letter difpleafed you, where 1 

mentioned Lady B , what am I to 

cxpe£t for this : ho matter -^ I will al- 
ways, on every occafion, ufe the frcedoiri 
of a real friend, and ihall never feel 
cnyfelf more obliged to you, thai> 
when you aflume the fame riglH of 
friendfhip, in my idea the great charnl 
of it. The town is very hot, dufty, dulli 
and empty. The birth-day over, it will 
become a defart. I mean to Bgurc ibere ; 
but after fuch a refidence abroad muft 
mm the gauntlet. I am to be prefented 

next 
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Dext Simday* fttf birth-day gowii^ a 
darfc €olotited luftrihg, trimmed with 
my-poorLivohian's prefent to mc. If' 
Lady H— ~- infifts not on myj'promife 
of going with her into Scodand this year^ 
I fliould be infinitely happy to accompa- 
ny you tliroughout the tour yoii men- 
tlon^ even to :cont€^pIate theikulls of 
the Dxuids, provided you infure me T 
fliall defcend the doud-topped hills Vfk- 
Iwrt by .Rhid Rice^s ♦ fpell$. Sei4ouOy> 
I impactently long to ike a country twf 
iivwritcJU)rd ii-t-~n paints fo lovely. 
1 faw him yeftercky ; he fays he did n6t 
i^ long^i^omgh tp foe h«lf the beauties 
af WateSi and wafttA* powers to do jufticc 

• Kt^d IVice, a famous W^lchbafd, caufed every 
SaxoQ who dared approach his chair, which flood 
icma»iiiimeafe«imiience, to return eidie? a nadmatt 
pt a fo^p whkh ever th^r faith in iim m^ted* 

to 
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tptliofehcdidreei HitlUcetoKelpeeplQ^ 
I mean the caramop^ky^i ^ence wfl 
muft judge of national cbafaaersj fay» 
they breathe the true fpirit of liberty, 
untainted by licentioufneA ; honour their 
fupcriors; arefuppprtcd by them; noi^ 
aa Haves, but friends and fellow foldiers i 
that there is not a man from the loweft 
pealant, upwards, who would not rifque 
his life for the families w^om they tra* * 
ditibnally know defcenided from the an-^ 
dent heroes and princes of their country, 
i^f whom there ai^ befides many authen- 
tic records in the Britifh language, well 
W(>r(fetrijn(ktifig, They would give us* 
im hiftory <if a people who have never yot 
been equalled in the Bold or in the cabi?- 
net 5 be the bcift key to the Engliffihit - 
toryj the early part of which is counted 
fabulous, from our ignorance of the lan^ 
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guage it was written in. The Saxons 
knew not letters, and if they had, 
would have tranfmitted it down to us 
through the medium of falfe prejudices. 
If this will not procure my pardon for 
all I hinted of Lady B— . — , nothing can. 
My next (hall bring you my opinion of 
the EngUfti court : in grandeur I tliink 
it cannot furpafs ours at Peteriburg. 
The ftory I fo long promifed, will take 
up too much room to be added to this 
letter, fiiamefully long of itfelf, unlels 
it were more entertaining. The pen of 
a female is, you l^e, as indcfetigablb as 
her tongue. Let me fey as muc^for 
you,, my dear friend, and reft aflured 
your letters are at all times, and in^ all 
places, moft agreeable t» me, from, the 
affeftion I bear you, sbftraded. from the 
entertainment they fail not to bring to 
your ever faithful friend. Would 
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Would you believe it, LadjrM— — i 
who we rather pitied than envied for 
her riotous fpirits, is gone abroad with 
an abfolute determination to take the 
veil. I fliould be forry, was not any 
thing preferable to the fituation we kne^ 
her in. Had (he been left to thofe to 
whom Ihe belonged, Ihe might have 
pafled through life refpedably enough % 
not that I ever deemed her Lady (hip an 
cftimable charader; but all the world are 
not fo nice as our coterie. Let me hear 
from you foon^ and when you purpofe 
letting out on this charming tour. I am 
glad Lord R makes one in the par- 
ty 5 I hear him well fpoken of by all 
people of tafte. 



i- - LET- 
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LETTER XLVIT. 



ALL well oyer, my dear fricndr 
ftioft graeioUfly received, &c. A pretty 
paragraph cftdugh you will read in the 
^.James's Chrohiele, great part of your 
tttdy I reckon under the old Oaks. Jo- 
king apart, I never was Better plcafed 
with my reception at any court.' Their 
Majdfties are all our ideas* can form of 
people in their high rank and' ftation t 
gracious, bcnevc^ent, polite, yet never 
fink froni that port neceffary to maintain 
true dignity. But how icjle am I, to fell 
you what you fo well know j fufEde it 
to fay, I think there is fomcthing more 

flattering. 
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flattfcring^ more plcafing ia tt^ m^n^rs^ 
of the Queen than I ever; beheld; fome- 
thing new and civil ta&y to every body sj^ 
not fatisfied with the common routine^ 
of a court, ihews an heayt-felt attention, 
a defire to plcafe, to preferve the hearts 
of their fubjeds, which in defpite of round-; 
head principles, city ribaldry, and Ame*- 
rican politics, I truft they will, ever dOii, 
The birthrday was very^elegipt, more 
pretty than Iplendid, owing to the fear 
Ion of the year. Many lace trimmings 
of immenfe value, and many ladies very 
fine in jewels, particularly pearls, my fa* 
vourite finery : . many very b^^qtiful 
womenfc I fee you impatient for my ftory. 
To keep you no longer in fufpenfe; X 
give you the fqUowinjg Aae^c^Qtel ha4 
from people of judgment, veracity, and 
Jba^K r^k about the court of Pet^rfburg,, 

PrincQ- 
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Prince Mehzikoff was of very low 
birth. By mere acciderit Peter the 
Crcat met With him r iSnding his natu- 
ral abilities fuperlatively great, he raifed 
him by clegrees to the higheft offices in 
the empire, all of wliich he enjoyed du- 
ring the reign of the emprefs Catharine, 
which fucceeded t^at of her hufband, 
Peter the Great, and in her wijl flie no-, 
minated Menzikotf regent, during the 
minority of Peter's grandlbn, who was 
at that time very" young. The regent 
thought fit to marry, or rather to contraft 
the Empfcfor to his eldeft daughter-, a 
ftep that could not fail raifing the high* 
eft indignation in the minds of the^ an- 
cient and noble families of RuIIia, tho* 
his power was too great to be oppofed 
openly. Some of them- ventured never- 
thelefs to intruft the young monarch's! 

fitter. 
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fifter, though not more than fourto^ 
years of age s alfo the Princefs Eltzar 
beth, their aunt, not above feventeen or 
eighteen; a neceflary expedient (how- 
ever dangerous it appeared) fince they 
could not be denied accefs to the Empe- 
ror, !ivhich all others were, the regent 
and his creatures only excepted ; and 
his Majefty kept moftly in the country. 
Menzikoff* had a fine houfe about five 
miles further from Peterfburg than the 
JBmperor's palace, to which he added a 
noble chapel, to the confecration of 
which he invited his imperial pupil, a 
ceremony he: had never fcen. Menzi- 
kofF went thither himfclf to make pre- 
parations proper for the reception of his 
fon-in law and foverdgn. This abfencc 
of bis was inftantly;4aid hold on to play 
ofi^ the well concerted plot. A very old 

man 
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*ian cf{ (^(atifriy^came into the Emperoi^s 
apartment, ind in' a .flood of tears 
'(\vhich he had at command ) tht-eW him- 
felf at hb feet, faying he wai Come to 
take his laft leave of His Majefty, as it 
was more tnan probable he fljould never 
fee him again. The child aflced him if 
h0 was jGi<;:k,. which macjc; hkn. ^k/in 
fuch a 4lrain : be l^id pp,; but as. bis 
. Majieily had l^nifbpd hjmr.he w,^ /a^QJd 
ever to ospp^ to retuaxji^ ;e v;ea /%5gi. hjs 
i^inocence Ibpuld appcjar, as be, w^ cer- 
tain it wpf^fJ. The Czar faid^ A^.: ^^ 
.ppyer bwilj^ed ^him j VF«?P which M 
produced the oider^for hi^ b^iDxiaeift, 
which .w^a a r?al,one. The yowpg^Prin- 
<5e6 deflfPd he.rwjwJ<i]«tjreinw anti- 
cbaijo^er.for fenKfJgttleitiia^teas.hfir bro- 
ther was fo tborwghly alK^d. JNo 
foQner had this old experienced courtier 

withdrawn 
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twifhdrawn feimfidfj than thA young ft=in- 
•cefs began lamenting moft bitterly tbe 
riot of die empire; ^ove ali, the lui^ 
happy iituation of the young monarch, 
at once her m^chlovcdl^rcliier andickead 
Jiver^ignj whole name heret^re ftf^zrfrA/ 
and bonouredj was now daily 4>roft4cetod 
CO the will of a low iom tyrant j mtfde « 
fanftionforinjuftice, cruelty, anderei^ 
infamous aftion his vile heart couM dic- 
tate. The poor child, weeping mcft 
bitterly, cried, pray, my dearfifter, ad- 
vifc me what is to be done in this critical 
. ijunfturc ; fend for my aunt, fhe replied, 
confultherr at that inftant the Princefs 
Elizabeth entered the apartments, bathed 
an tears, told the Emperor the re- 
gent had taken all her horfes, tHat fhe 
was reduced to borrow fome to pay her 
duty to his Majefty. This fcene was f^ 

judicioufly 
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judicioufly laid, that MenzikofF imme- 
^lately followed her : he came in order 
;to carry the Emperor to bis houfe^ whofe 
{Ipirits were fo much hurt by the agita- 
ftion he fb lately fuftained, he was weep- 
ing violently, and ftood too much in 
awe of the regent to endure the thought 
of JiB interview, and therefore cried out, 
I will not fee him ; ftand by me, guards; 
I am,^ I will be your fovcreign : upon 
which he was refufed admittance ; and 
in his furprife, committed a moft capital 
error. In returning to his own houfe to 
coniidef how to aft at fuch a crifis, he 
j;avc his enemies time and opportunity 
to finifh what they had fo fuccefsfully be- 
gun, and render all efforts on his pafr 
abortive. No fooner had MenzikolFlcft 
the court, than the Princels Naulia re- 
prefcnted to her brother the ncceflity 

th^rc 
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&icrc was of lexcridng hU royal authority 
v^thout delay, by imprifoning MenzU 
kofFy who might otherwife confine hit- 
Majcfty, and probably put evecy other 
perfon who was in the apartments whcix 
he was denied admittance to death. She 
advifed him to fend the o!^ nobleman 
already mentioned with an order, figncd 
byhimfelf, to Peterlburg, to take pof- 
'ifeffionof the citadel as governor; and 
•at the fame time an officer with a ftrong 
*^uardj:o the regent's houfe, to put him 
and his whole family* under arreft. So 
fuddenly and fecretly was this affair 
tranfafted, all was over before night; 
and the very next day the Emperor went 
to Peterfburg, where all the nobility 
crowded about him. A council was 
called, the regent with his whole fami* 
ly banifhed:. Unluckily, the Emperor 
Vol, II. L con-* 
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(Conceived an extraordinaiy opinion oi^ 
and liking to, the young Prince Dolgo- 
rucky, a npiofl: worthlefs profligate, ^yhp, 
on the death of the Etnperor*8 iifter, 
which happened fqon after I went into 
that country, kept his Majeftjr conftant- 
ly employed in hunting, and other *dlc 
fports. The poor Princefs had hardly 
been dead a year, when ke contrzGted 
his fifter to the Emperor, who was* much 
in love with, and beloved by another. 
The day fixed on for the marriage the 
Emperor died of the fmaU-p6x. The 
Emprefs Anne fucceeded to the empire, 
who immediately, baniihed the favourite 
and aU bis houfcy to the place where the 
regent and his family were confined. 
Some fay the two empreiles elefk met ia 
their prifbn : others, that the firft died 
about a month before the laft arrived. 

• The 
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The firft of thefe unfortunate ladies, Vvt 
been told, lived in all the pomp, and 
had all the honours of an emprefs paid 
her, for fome months before her degra- 
dation, which levelled her with the very 
meaneft of the people, in drefs and ev- 
ery other artjcle ; and to aggravate every 
other grievance, Ihe wa^ alfo totally de- 
prived of liberty. The lafl: I knew in 
the rank of a woman of quality ; faw 
her in all the grandeur of an emprefe, 
and kifled her hand as fuch j and alas! I 
faw her a prifoner, and fuch I believe fhc 
remained long after I left that court. 
To furvivc fuch a reverfc of fortune re- 
quired all the fpirit of a Dolgorucky. 
MenzikofFhad not innate pretenfions to 
that greatnefs of foul ever attendant on 
true nobility of blood, nevertheleft, he 
fuftained his misfortunes with Angular 
L 2 firmncfs. 



i 



( MO ) 

firmnefs. From being full of grofs hu- 
moors, with a bad habit of body, he re- 
covered health and plumpnefs, though 
condemned to pais the remainder of his 
days at Borofowa, fituated On the moft 
diftant frontiers of Siberia. The Prin- 
cefs, bis confort, grown blind with weep- 
ing, died on the road ib^re ; the reft of 
his family followed him into exile^ 
where, after lome years, he died of re- 
pletion of blood, there being not one 
perfon to be found in the place capable 
of opening a vefn* 

That this immenfe letter merits fomc 
little return I hope you will allow, and 
readily believe rw perfon is more fin- 
cerely yours than the writer. 

Whether or no I go into Scotland this 
year is ftiU doubtful. If I can properly 

defer 
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defer it to another year, you may de- 
pend upon feeing me before the revolu^ 
tion of another moon. Encore adieu*; 
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LETTER XLVIIL 



WHEN I am not a punftual cor- 
rcfpondcnt to yoity my amiable friend^ 
pity, but never condemn me •, reft aflu* 
red it proceeds from fome unfortunate 
interruption, never from any fault of 
mine. Love of pleafure, fpite of phi- 

lofophy, you know I avow, and in the 
abfence of my friends I know none 
greater than that of hearing from them. 
Since my arrival in this country, I have 
never had a fingle day to myfelf; the 
whole world flock to fee me, and pay me 
many compliments ; and tho* I have ever 
told you, my dear Madame, the people 

are 
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arc in general well-bred and fenfiblei 
they appear more fo now than ever, and 
moft politely tell me they exert them- 
fclvcs in hopes of keeping mc amongft 
them. Their ftile of living, 1 confcfs, 
is in my opinion much fupcrtor to the 
generality of countries in England. Your 
houfe is ever full of company, yet every 
one fpends their mornings felon k-uis 
goiit. There are horfcs; and all forts o* 
conveyartces for out-door amufemcnts. 
Books^ mufic, et tout fort'de jeus, with- 
in doors. You never meet more than 
you choofe till dinrief. The tables are 
well fcrved 5 48 very thing elegant, mufic 
and every other incentive to mirth and 
good humour. After dinner, dancing, 
cards, &c. afl this with the moft con- 
fummate eafe, being their conftant 'train 
of living, nobody is put out of their way. 
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nor the fervants running and fcan>pering 
over each other, &c. But I will no 
longer attempt to defcribe what I flatter 
my {elf you will be ibon able to judge of 
from' ocular demonftraiion. How great- 
ly I feel royfeif obliged by the prefe- 
rence you give my country, I need not 
ttpcztbere. You know my opinion, I 
will not fay partiality^ to the Scotch^ 
fincc all I can pofllbly fay in praifc of 
thofc I have the honour and plcafure to 
know, is, they merit a much abler pen 
barely to do them jud ice ; yet thus far 
allow me toyiy, they arc more univer- 
fally fenfible, libink^ than the inhabi- 
tants of any country I know, confequent- 
ly more agreeably as well as valuable 
members of fociety } fbr fure that judg- 
ment which clears and enlightens the 
head, muft mend the heart. Their young 

men 
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men have the politenefs of the French, 
without their frivolity ; the fobricty of a 
Spaniard, withpiit his formafey ; ^the 
women are modeft, well-bred, ^and ini 
general handfome; fupport their dignit]f^ 
without infolence, are famfliar without 
finking into meannefs. How far 'we 
have the happinefs to refemhje thcttil 
leave to you to decide, and I will now 
only iiffixre yoUf if ! can liiakc a party td 
my mind, which I think is mbrfethait 
probable, I fliall certainly make the tour 
of Scotland next fummer. Yau know 
how long and ardently I have wi&ed to 
do it. That your being tbere^ my dear 
Madame, will greatly heighten my pka* 
furcs, is a, truth I hope you are not no«r 
to learn, or that I am at all times, and in 
allclimates, very faithfully and affec- 
tionately yours. 

L E XT 
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LETTER XLIX. 



ALTHOUGH it is very uncom- 
mon withme, I own I did read over my 
laft incoherent fcrawl, before I fealed it. 
To account for my aflurance in daring 
to fend it to you afterwards, you muft 
fuppofe the violeat wefterly winds wc 
have lately had has blown over a little of 
the cfFronteric of a neighbour nation^ 

and that I have profited by it. Not a 
jot, 1 affureyou j 1 retain the felf-fame 
degreeof mavais-honte I was fo fcanda- 
loufly abufed for in France. In.thefirft 
place, the poft could, not ftay for me toi 
write another letter, and . I fliould not 
^ , . forely 



( 227 ) 

fordy dread your criticifms, was you Icfs 
partial to me, having always obferved 
thofe bed qualified to make- them arc 
infinitely fuperior to the vanity of raifirg. 
their merits on others ruin. But to m; 
purpofc— On the recital of my fcrawl, L 
found I had not anfwered a fmgle fy liable 
of your moil friendly and agreeable letter. 
To begin then—my mind is certainly 
more ateafe,butwill never be able to for-. 

get my eftimable/r/V;fi, and the real lols I. 

ft 

fuftainedin^/j death y a lofs I freely al- 
low my reafon ought to fubmit to : but 
alas! that reafon but ill fupports.its fo-. 
vereigntyover an heart too tender in its 
friendfhips^ though ' totally abftrafted 
frompafllon. Wh^tfan* unintelligible* 
jargon would this appear to the world ia 
general, and how fortunate ought I ta 
think myfclf, who have been able to. fc-. 

lea 



fcft G> many out of the very few who uir- 
der Hand the language of the uncontamu* 
Bated heart, and delight to read its fim- 

pic diftates. Allowing Lady B \ 

friendfhip for Bonaria was not altoge- 
ther fo pure, fa unmixed as mine, I fure- 
ly fhould pity, not' condemn her: wc 
are not our owa makers.. I begin to 
judge ingratitude conftitutional, and in» 
cline to fbrgive LadyB— - every fpr 
cies of it Ihe has praftifcd towards me. 
Aq early religious education will give 
fomc degree of fentiment to thofc it was 
not born with, and never fails to ftreng- 
then it greatly where it meets it : in Ihort^ 
it enlarges the mind^ and raifes it above 
this groveling univerfe s makes us know 
and feel> ofa every occafion, we have a 
foul, juft, benevolent^ prone to imitate 
the all-wife beneficent hand which form* 

cd 
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f^ it. This^tf wanted : was wiih great 
youth and uncommon beauty thrown ia« 
to the world» married to a (nan lucapa* 
ble of condudting her fafe through it, 
whofelow birth and difagreeable turii 
muft render him odious to any woman of 

fafhion and tafte, andJ/r fuipefted by 
the gay, airy part erf* the world, (chough 
perhaps pcrfeftly innocent) of a thou- 
sand gallantries. That I lived much 
witji her you know, as well as that 1 
would not urge a falfehood in my own 
defence, much lefs in that of another, 
who feems not to deferve k from me; 
and I fcrioufly,nay,folemnly,aflureyou, 
I never faw any thing in her behavioujr 
could ihock the niceft virtue ; and I be- 
lieve you will think, fans compliment, 
mine may daim that appellation. I 
have (as we allmufthave) fccn, nay, been 

acquainted 
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acquainted with, women of gallantry of 
the higheft rank ; but I never faw one 
whofe charafter (eemed to me equivocal; 
it always flruck me, that Heaven had 
(like Cain) fet a mark on them. - I loved 
and admired LadyB^ — ^, and firmly 
believed the world cruelly injured her. 
I cannot yet perfuade myfelf otherwifc. 
Laugh at my fooliih credulity ; I know 
you will ^ but admire the candour, the 
honefltyof heart of, my dear Madame, 
your afiedionate and unalterable friend; 



FINIS. 
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